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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments 
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was 
used by them in this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers 
the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same 
correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ 
scripts.  Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated 
for.  If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been 
raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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Methods of Marking 
 
It is essential that, in fairness to students, all examiners use the same methods of marking.  The 
advice given here may seem very obvious, but it is important that all examiners follow it as exactly as 
possible. 

1. If you have any doubts about the mark to award, consult your Team Leader. 

2. Refer constantly to the mark scheme throughout marking.  It is extremely important that it is 
strictly adhered to. 

3. Remember, you must always credit accurate, relevant and appropriate answers which are 
not given in the mark scheme. 

4. Do not credit material that is irrelevant to the question or to the stated target, however 
impressive that material might be. 

5. If a one-word answer is required and a list is given, take the first answer (unless this has been 
crossed out).   

6. If you are wavering as to whether or not to award a mark, the criterion should be, ‘Is the 
student nearer those who have given a correct answer or those who have little idea?’ 

7. Read the information on the following page about using Levels of Response mark schemes. 

8. Be prepared to award the full range of marks.  Do not hesitate to give full marks when the 
answer merits full marks or to give no marks where there is nothing creditable in an answer. 

9. No half marks or bonus marks are to be used under any circumstances. 

10. Remember, the key to good and fair marking is consistency.  Do not change the standard of 
your marking once you have started. 

Marking using CMI+ 
All new GCSE Religious Studies papers will be marked electronically using a software application 
called CMI+ (Computer Marking from Image).  Instead of paper scripts being sent to examiners, 
students’ responses are scanned and sent electronically to examiners.  The software is easy to use, 
but it demands a different approach from examiners than traditional paper marking. 

1. Instead of marking script-by-script you will mark item-by-item.  An item is a part-question.  
Each time you log on to mark you will need to choose an item to mark.   

2. Before you start marking your own allocation you will need to mark some pre-marked items 
known as seeds.  These items are not intended to trick you; their function to ensure that you 
are still applying the standard set at the standardising meeting.  If you have drifted away from 
the standard you will need to speak to your Team Leader before you can continue marking.   

3. It is possible to annotate the scripts in various ways: underlining, highlighting and adding icons 
from a drop-down menu.  Your Team Leader will instruct you on which types of annotation to 
use.  Examiners must not add extra annotation as this can be confusing for teachers and 
students if they request Access to Scripts. 

4. As you mark each response, enter the numerical mark you are going to award for in the box at 
the bottom of the screen.  If you realise you have made a mistake you will be able to go back 
one script to change the mark you have entered. 
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5. In Part B, responses to all parts of B5 or B6 will appear as one item.  Thumbnails to the right of 
the screen will allow you to scroll through the response quickly.  Read the whole response, 
then use the comments tool to indicate a level and a mark for each part, and enter the total 
mark out of 24 in the box at the bottom of the screen. 

6. Your marking will be monitored throughout the marking period.  This is to ensure that you 
continue to mark to the same standard regardless of factors such as how many clips you have 
marked and what time of day you are marking at.  Rather than sampling your marking once 
and adjusting your marks after the marking period, this approach allows senior examiners to 
ensure that your marking remains at the right standard throughout.  This means that your 
Team Leader can bring you back to the right standard should you start to drift away slightly. 

7. If your marking of a particular question is found to be out of line you will be temporarily 
stopped from marking that question.  Almost all examiners, including Team Leaders, are 
stopped at some point during the marking period.  If it happens to you, contact your Team 
Leader as soon as possible to discuss why you have been stopped.   

 

Levels of Response Marking 
 
In GCSE Religious Studies, differentiation is largely achieved by outcome on the basis of students’ 
responses.  To facilitate this, levels of response marking has been devised for many questions. 
 
Levels of response marking requires a quite different approach from the examiner than the traditional 
‘point for point’ marking.  It is essential that the whole response is read and then allocated to the 
level it best fits.   
 
If a student demonstrates knowledge, understanding and / or evaluation at a certain level, he / she 
must be credited at that level.  Length of response or literary ability should not be confused with 
genuine religious studies skills.  For example, a short answer which shows a high level of 
conceptual ability must be credited at that level.  (If there is a band of marks allocated to a level, 
discrimination should be made with reference to the development of the answer.) 
 
Levels are tied to specific skills.  Examiners should refer to the stated assessment target objective 
of a question (see mark scheme) when there is any doubt as to the relevance of a student’s response. 
 
Levels of response mark schemes include either examples of possible students’ responses or 
material which they might use.  These are intended as a guide only.  It is anticipated that students 
will produce a wide range of responses to each question. 
 
It is a feature of levels of response mark schemes that examiners are prepared to reward fully, 
responses which are obviously valid and of high ability but do not conform exactly to the requirements 
of a particular level.  This should only be necessary occasionally and where this occurs examiners 
must indicate, by a brief written explanation, why their assessment does not conform to the levels of 
response laid down in the mark scheme.  Such scripts should be referred to the Principal Examiner. 
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Assessment of Quality of Written Communication 
 

Quality of written communication will be assessed in all components and in relation to all assessment 
objectives.  Where students are required to produce extended written material in English, they will be 
assessed on the quality of written communication.  The quality of written communication skills of the 
student will be one of the factors influencing the actual mark awarded within the level of response.  In 
reading an extended response, the examiner will therefore consider if it is cogently and coherently 
written, i.e. decide whether the answer: 
 

 presents relevant information in a form that suits its purposes; 

 is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear; 

 is suitably structured and that the style of writing is appropriate. 
 
The assessment of the Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will continue to be included within 
the judgement of Levels of Response in the 6 mark evaluation questions.  In line with past practice, 
responses will be assessed chiefly on the evaluation criteria relating to content, using the guidance 
comments to assist the application of those criteria.  (These have now been inserted into the mark 
schemes for the convenience of examiners.)  However the specific QWC criteria may be used in 
borderline cases e.g. between Levels 1 and 2, 3 and 4, or 5 and 6.  So for example coherence may 
well be a deciding factor in a borderline Level 5/6 response. 
 
Assessment of Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 
 
Examiners need to award up to an additional 4 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), 
based on the performance criteria set out below.  This assessment will be made from work presented 
in answer to the whole of Question B5 or B6 only.  Examiners should make a judgment based on the 
overall standard of this question, bearing in mind that the last part of this question may contain more 
errors as students rush to finish the paper.  If the rest of the question is of a high standard, they 
should not be penalised.  However, answers that contain only a few lines on each part or use bullet 
points or notes throughout may not meet the threshold level. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions B5 and B6.  4 marks will be 
allocated for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in each of these questions. The performance 
descriptions are provided below. 
 

High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a wide 
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use 
a good range of specialist terms with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response.  Where 
required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, 
errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 
meaning or nothing is written. [0 marks] 
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Students will be given credit for reference to diversity in belief and practice within Islam. 

 

Part A 
  
A1  Life and Death 
   
 (a) Explain briefly what is meant by abortion. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the term abortion 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The deliberate removal of the embryo or foetus with the intention to destroy it / medical 
process of ending a pregnancy so that it does not result in the birth of a baby / 
termination of pregnancy / usually before the foetus is twenty four weeks old.  
 
1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 
2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 

   [2 marks] AO1 

   
 (b) Give two reasons why some Muslims might agree with abortion. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why some Muslims might accept 

abortion 
   
  Students may include two of the following points: 

 
Can be considered to be the lesser of two evils / could save the life of the mother / 
ensoulment begins after 40 days or 120 days / child may have a low quality of life (health) 
/ in cases of rape / the Qur’an prohibits only unjust killing / but in some circumstances 
abortion could be seen as justified killing, eg where the life of the mother is at risk, etc. 
 
1 mark for each creditable reason.  (One developed point will gain only 1 mark.) 

   
   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘Parents should be able to design the baby they want.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether parents should be able to design their babies 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Islam permits the use of science to enhance human life / it is not directly banned in the 
Qur’an or hadith / being able to design children may improve their quality of life / it could 
prevent bullying because of abnormalities which will help the child live a happy life / it can 
be used to remove genetic faults / it is their child so they should have the right / the right 
to autonomy / would allow a family to have a girl or a boy as they wish / the parents might 
want both boys and girls to create gender balance and enrich family life, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Interfering with God’s work / God decides how someone should look / it could go wrong 
and lead to other problems / it is expensive, money can be utilised for better causes / life 
is a test and Muslims should accept this / it should be left to nature / it is a form of abuse 
as these are decisions being imposed on the foetus / the Qur’an teaches that God’s 
creation should not be changed, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
 (d) Explain why many Muslims do not agree with euthanasia. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why Muslims do not agree with 

euthanasia 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Allah gives life and is responsible for ending it, not humans / goes against the sanctity of 
life / life is a test and euthanasia disrupts this / suffering is part of Allah’s plan so humans 
should not interfere with this / voluntary euthanasia can be seen as suicide / Qur’an says 
it is Allah who gives you life, then gives you death (45:26) / Do not hurry your death 
(Qur’an) / Muslims believe life is a gift from God / can be seen as shirk as it is playing 
God / it is illegal / euthanasia is seen as murder / a cure may be found in the future after 
a person has decided to end his / her life / potential for exploitation of vulnerable people / 
protection of the defenceless a duty, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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A2  Crime and Punishment 
   
 (a) Explain Muslim attitudes to the death penalty (capital punishment). 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of Muslim attitudes to the death penalty 

(capital punishment) 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Capital punishment is permitted in the Qur’an / ‘take not life, which Allah hath made 
sacred, except by way of justice and law’ (6:151) / under Shari’ah law the death penalty 
can be imposed for certain crimes, eg murder, adultery, apostasy, blasphemy / the death 
penalty can be substituted by blood money in cases of murder / crimes are reduced 
where this is implemented / practice of the Prophet / conditions under which it may be 
used are very strict / considered by some Muslims to be too harsh / should only be used 
under strict conditions / always the possibility that the person may not be guilty / it is just / 
it fulfils some of the key aims of punishment (eg retribution and deterrence), etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘Muslims should not forgive criminals.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether Muslims should forgive criminals  
   
Levels Criteria Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 
slight development of one. 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Certain crimes are unforgiveable (Hadud), eg murder, stealing, adultery and the Qur’an 
outlines clear punishments for these / forgiveness may lead to re-offending as criminals 
may feel that they can pay their way out through money (Al-Jynayaat crimes) / Muslims 
have a duty to oppose some evils, so it would be wrong to forgive people who carry them 
out, eg drug traffickers, child abusers / it is very difficult, if not impossible, to forgive 
certain crimes eg child killers, etc. 
 
God is called ‘The Forgiving, the Merciful’, so Muslims should be too / the Prophet 
Muhammad taught forgiveness / God is the one who will judge so we should forgive / 
criminals may have made a mistake / they may have served their punishment and so 
should now be forgiven / the Prophet set an example by forgiving those that had opposed 
him / Al-Jynayaat are crimes that can be forgiven, eg blood money, etc. 

   
   [3 marks] AO2 
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 (c) ‘Protection is the most important aim of punishment.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether the most important aim of punishment is protection 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Governments have a duty to protect their citizens, offenders are often taken out of society 
to protect the rest of society / the Qur’an says that protection and security are an 
important part of daily life / ‘there is (preservation of) life for you in retribution, O people of 
understanding, that you may become pious.’ (Qur’an 2:179) / anyone violating basic 
rights like safety should be punished to protect the rest of society / some criminals are so 
wicked or violent that they need to be locked up to protect society / everyone wants to 
feel safe / the key point of the law is to keep society safe / if the law doesn’t protect, then 
the other aims will not follow / all aims, in effect, have at least an element of protection in 
them / imprisonment is the most widely used punishment in the UK, and its primary 
purpose is to protect society / if the law doesn’t protect us, there is no point in having a 
law, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Reformation is the main aim as it will prevent re-offending and as a result make society 
safe / the Qur’an supports this: ‘except for those who repent before you take hold of 
them, then know that God is the Forgiving, the Merciful’ (5:34) / in many countries 
prisoners are released earlier if the authorities feel the offender has reformed / retribution 
is more important as it gives justice to the victim and their family / deterrence is the main 
aim as it gives others a clear message about the consequences of crime / all aims are 
valid, just giving different outcomes / depends on what you need the punishment to do, 
eg if you need the criminal to return to society a better person, then reformation is the key 
aim of punishment, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
A3  The Environment 
   
 (a) Explain briefly what is meant by stewardship of the world. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the term stewardship of the world 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Custodian or reference to khalifah / to act on God’s behalf / the belief that we all have a 
duty to look after the world / ‘Allah has made you custodians of the earth’ (6:165) / taking 
care of the environment and all that is contained within / Muslims have a responsibility 
from God to look after the world, etc. 
 
1 mark for superficial comment or a single point.  
2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 

   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain why Muslims value the created world. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why Muslims value the created world 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The world is God’s creation / Muslims are stewards of the world / they must respect and 
protect the natural world on God’s behalf / they will be judged for this on the day of 
judgement / creation provides the ideal situation for humans to live in peace and 
happiness / neglect of the environment leads to human suffering / if we damage the 
world, we pass on a damaged world to future generations / ‘the world is green and 
beautiful, and Allah has appointed you his stewards over it’ (hadith) / nature is entrusted 
to humans to look after, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘Animal testing should be banned.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether animal testing should be banned 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Causes deliberate suffering / all animals should be treated with respect / they are God’s 
creatures / Muslims’ responsibilities as stewards demand that they protect the animals 
they are responsible for / experiments can be done without animals / many are 
unnecessary / killing animals for vanity (eg testing of cosmetics) is selfish and forbidden, 
etc. 

   
  Other views 

Human lives are saved as a result of this / many drugs would not be here today had 
animal testing not been carried out / human life is more important / it advances medicine 
and improves quality of life for humans / animals are a gift from God for humans to use / 
humans are more important than animals / experimentation on animals, for a good 
purpose, is allowed, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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A4  Wealth and Poverty 
   
 (a) Explain how Sadaqah might be used to help those in Less Economically 

Developed Countries (LEDCs). 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how Sadaqah might be used in LEDCs 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Money is spent to provide food, medical supplies in poor countries / wells are dug, 
schools and hospitals are built / money is given to widows and orphans to help re-build 
their lives / responds to emergencies such as natural disasters, wars, famine  / praying 
for those who are suffering / strategic programmes for poverty eradication / education / 
skills training / provision of clean water / healthcare / income generation projects / 
tackling root causes of poverty / work with local community and partner organisations / 
raises awareness throughout UK, eg through website, newsletters, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain Muslim attitudes to money. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of Muslim attitudes to money 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Money is a gift from God and should be valued / should be earned in the right way (halal 
way) and spent on things that are permissible / Muslims should give money to the poor in 
the form of charity, sadaqah / Muslims give zakah to purify their wealth / it is forbidden to 
make money out of money (usury) / gambling is not allowed / money must be earned 
lawfully by working for it / money should not be wasted / should not provide a life of luxury 
(greed) whilst others do not have enough to live / ‘Waste not by excess, for Allah loveth 
not the wasters’ (7:31), etc. 
 
Note: Where students discuss wealth rather than money, cap at level 3. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘Muslims should do more to help those who live in poverty in the United Kingdom.’ 
   

  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether Muslims should do more to relieve poverty in the 
UK 

   
Levels Criteria Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 
slight development of one. 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Muslims should help those closer to home first (charity starts at home) / giving charity is 
one of the five pillars and should be given to the poor around you / the prophet gave 
charity to the people in Medina so Muslims should follow his example / much money 
given to LEDCs is stolen or diverted so that it does not reach those who need it / most 
money that is raised is given to LEDCs and people in the UK are forgotten / the 
percentage of money given in the UK is nominal in comparison / if the UK eradicates 
child poverty then it can help other countries, etc. 
 
LEDC countries are more deserving / there are very few people who live in absolute 
poverty in the UK / Muslim organisations already do enough / the UK is not greatly 
affected by natural disasters or war and so the need is greater elsewhere / money given 
to LEDCs buys more than the same money buys in the UK, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO2 
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Part B 
 
B5  Relationships and Lifestyle 
   
 (a) Explain Muslim attitudes to gambling. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of Muslim attitudes to gambling 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The Qur’an says it is strictly forbidden for Muslims to gamble / when they ask about 
drinking and gambling say, ‘there is great harm in both, though there are benefits for 
some (2:219) / Islam teaches that money should be earned and not wasted / there are 
several hadith in which the prophet condemned gambling / gambling makes a person 
dependent on luck / gambling is addictive / leads to social problems / family breakdown 
as money is spent on gambling rather than providing for the family, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘In the United Kingdom, all illegal drugs should be made legal.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether all illegal drugs should be made legal in the UK 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

All humans have free will and they should be able to exercise this / certain countries 
where it has been legalised have shown no major problems / legalising drugs would 
reduce their attraction / legalising of drugs would mean police can spend more time on 
catching real criminals / coffee is permitted even though it contains a stimulant drug – 
caffeine / legal drugs which are currently legal are also very dangerous, so why 
distinguish / criminal gangs would not be able to make money out of selling illegal drugs / 
deaths would reduce because users would be prepared to seek help, less impure drugs 
would be sold / certain illegal drugs have medical benefits, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Legalising could lead to major health problems / legalising would contradict the Qur’an 
(Satan’s plan is to excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants and gambling, 
5:91) / would lead to financial problems, addiction, criminal activity, family breakdown, all 
of which have been mentioned in several hadith (Allah has forbidden paradise on the 
habitual drinker) / the Shari’ah forbids all intoxicating substances / drugs remove the 
God-consciousness which is essential to being a Muslim / drugs, including nicotine in 
cigarettes, harm the body which should be cherished not harmed / leads to accidents / 
leads to other illegal or harmful acts, eg violence, sex before marriage / effects of drug-
taking on family also rule it out / use of drugs separates humans from Allah / makes 
prayers useless / more drugs should be made illegal, not all made legal, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c)(i) Explain the importance of the family in Islam. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the importance of the family in Islam 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Families, especially parents, nurture, love and care for their children / the family 
preserves Islam by passing it on to the next generation / provides comfort and security / 
character training / moral support / care for all members / family life models a perfect 
Islamic society and enables family members to fulfil their duty / all Muslims are 
considered to be brothers and sisters and this is taught in the family / opportunity to live a 
Muslim life (eg halal food) / parents make children attend a madrassah and learn to read 
the Qur’an / offer guidance and support in finding a suitable marriage partner / the 
Prophet said “Paradise lies at the feet of the mother” / children should respect their 
parents and the elderly / care for their parents in old age, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c)(ii) Explain the role of Islamic schools in the Muslim community. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the role of Islamic schools in the Muslim 

community 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Provide a religious and secular education for children / provide a place for Muslim 
children to learn without conflicting with their religion, eg segregation, halal food, 
observing hijab, etc. / allow parents to fulfil their religious obligation of educating their 
children / keep Muslim identity / make it easier to follow Islamic way of life, eg prayer and 
halal food / give moral support in a non-Muslim country / teach Islam / teach Arabic of the 
Qur’an and Qur’an recitation / allow families to carry out their duty of bringing up children 
as Muslims, etc.  

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘The most important duty of a Muslim is to be a good parent.’ 
   

  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 
about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether the most important duty for a Muslim is to be a good 
parent 

   

Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

There are many hadith regarding the virtue of bringing up children in the right way / a 
parent who brings up his daughters in a righteous way there is nothing between him and 
paradise except death (hadith) / good parenting ensures Islam continues on to the next 
generation / the Prophet taught the rights of children in some detail and this emphasises 
the importance of being a good parent / children are the future so need to be brought up 
correctly / it is morally wrong to have children and not look after them properly / it is 
necessary to see this as the highest duty in order to do it well, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Other duties are more important, Salah, Zakah, Hajj, the five pillars / belief in one God is 
most important / some Muslims cannot have children but this does not make them bad 
Muslims / if a Muslim is not married, does this mean he or she misses out on being a 
good Muslim / parenthood is not a Pillar, and they are the most important duties / 
depends on the context, eg the most important duty for an imam might be to guide the 
community / parenthood is more about love than duty, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   

B5 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   

Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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B6 Conflict and Suffering 
   
 (a) Explain why most Muslims disagree with terrorism. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why many Muslims disagree with 

terrorism 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The Qur’an makes clear that violence is wrong and against the will of Allah / ‘Do not take 
life which Allah has made sacred’ 17:33 / war is only justified in self-defence and 
terrorism is not done for this reason / terrorism incites fear into innocent people / destroys 
property and life / goes against the meaning of Islam which is peace / terrorism kills 
indiscriminately and this goes against the rules of lesser jihad, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘No country should have nuclear weapons. 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of the idea that no country should have nuclear weapons 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points:  
   
  Agree 

Having weapons means that countries are more likely to use them / Islam means peace 
and having nuclear weapons could destroy this peace / Qur’an condemns destroying 
God’s earth / ‘Make not your own hand contribute to your destruction’ (2:195) / innocent 
people are killed and this goes against the rules of lesser jihad / the money used to 
develop nuclear weapons could be given to the poor or used for better purposes / where 
nuclear weapons have been used it has led to complications, eg defects and 
abnormalities in children, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Can be used to deter other countries from going to war / nuclear weapons have not been 
used since 1945, so they may be seen as an effective deterrent / since other countries 
have nuclear weapons it is essential to have them to protect one’s own country’ / a lot of 
money and research has gone into developing these weapons and that money should not 
be wasted, etc.   

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
  



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405009 – JUNE 2015 

 

 29 of 32  

 

 (c)(i) Explain why it is acceptable for Muslims to take part in acts of protest. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why it is acceptable for Muslims to take 

part in protest 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Protest may lead to peace / Islam teaches that Muslims have a duty to do what they can 
to achieve peace and protest helps to achieve this / can be considered to be a personal 
jihad / reinforces the Prophet’s hadith ‘A word of truth in front of an oppressive ruler.’ / it 
would be wrong to ignore something that is against the will of Allah, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c)(ii) Explain why some Muslims agree with pacifism. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why some Muslim agree with pacifism 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Islam teaches that disputes should be resolved in peaceful ways / non-violence is the 
ideal solution / life is holy and belongs to God / Islam means peace / all efforts must have 
been made to achieve peace / war never acceptable, even as a last resort / ‘Hate your 
enemy mildly for one day he may become your friend’ (hadith), etc.  

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘There will never be peace throughout the world.’  
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether there will ever be peace throughout the world 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Humans have freewill and so it is not possible to control peoples’ actions, some will 
always turn to violence / fighting has been ongoing since the beginning of time, why 
would it stop now / humans are selfish and will do whatever it takes, including violence, to 
get what they want / the Qur’an says that it is sometimes necessary to repel evil with evil, 
which will mean there will not be peace / the rules of lesser jihad mean that violence for 
self-defence may be needed, etc. 

   
  Other Views 

If everyone followed Islam and Shari’ah law there would be peace / all religions teach 
peace and so if everyone followed a religion, world peace would be achieved / Islam 
means peace and so by propagating this message world peace will be achieved / God 
created a world of peace without conflict / many organisations like Amnesty International 
are campaigning for world peace / groups like the United Nations may make world peace 
possible, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
B6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

   

Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 

 

 




