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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments 
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was 
used by them in this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers 
the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same 
correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ 
scripts.  Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated 
for.  If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been 
raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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Methods of Marking 
 
It is essential that, in fairness to students, all examiners use the same methods of marking.  The 
advice given here may seem very obvious, but it is important that all examiners follow it as exactly as 
possible. 

1. If you have any doubts about the mark to award, consult your Team Leader. 

2. Refer constantly to the mark scheme throughout marking.  It is extremely important that it is 
strictly adhered to. 

3. Remember, you must always credit accurate, relevant and appropriate answers which are 
not given in the mark scheme. 

4. Do not credit material that is irrelevant to the question or to the stated target, however 
impressive that material might be. 

5. If a one-word answer is required and a list is given, take the first answer (unless this has been 
crossed out).   

6. If you are wavering as to whether or not to award a mark, the criterion should be, ‘Is the 
student nearer those who have given a correct answer or those who have little idea?’ 

7. Read the information on the following page about using Levels of Response mark schemes. 

8. Be prepared to award the full range of marks.  Do not hesitate to give full marks when the 
answer merits full marks or to give no marks where there is nothing creditable in an answer. 

9. No half marks or bonus marks are to be used under any circumstances. 

10. Remember, the key to good and fair marking is consistency.  Do not change the standard of 
your marking once you have started. 

Marking using CMI+ 
All new GCSE Religious Studies papers will be marked electronically using a software application 
called CMI+ (Computer Marking from Image).  Instead of paper scripts being sent to examiners, 
students’ responses are scanned and sent electronically to examiners.  The software is easy to use, 
but it demands a different approach from examiners than traditional paper marking. 

1. Instead of marking script-by-script you will mark item-by-item.  An item is a part-question.  
Each time you log on to mark you will need to choose an item to mark.   

2. Before you start marking your own allocation you will need to mark some pre-marked items 
known as seeds.  These items are not intended to trick you; their function to ensure that you 
are still applying the standard set at the standardising meeting.  If you have drifted away from 
the standard you will need to speak to your Team Leader before you can continue marking.   

3. It is possible to annotate the scripts in various ways: underlining, highlighting and adding icons 
from a drop-down menu.  Your Team Leader will instruct you on which types of annotation to 
use.  Examiners must not add extra annotation as this can be confusing for teachers and 
students if they request Access to Scripts. 

4. As you mark each response, enter the numerical mark you are going to award for in the box at 
the bottom of the screen.  If you realise you have made a mistake you will be able to go back 
one script to change the mark you have entered. 
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5. In Part B, responses to all parts of B5 or B6 will appear as one item.  Thumbnails to the right of 
the screen will allow you to scroll through the response quickly.  Read the whole response, 
then use the comments tool to indicate a level and a mark for each part, and enter the total 
mark out of 24 in the box at the bottom of the screen. 

6. Your marking will be monitored throughout the marking period.  This is to ensure that you 
continue to mark to the same standard regardless of factors such as how many clips you have 
marked and what time of day you are marking at.  Rather than sampling your marking once 
and adjusting your marks after the marking period, this approach allows senior examiners to 
ensure that your marking remains at the right standard throughout.  This means that your 
Team Leader can bring you back to the right standard should you start to drift away slightly. 

7. If your marking of a particular question is found to be out of line you will be temporarily 
stopped from marking that question.  Almost all examiners, including Team Leaders, are 
stopped at some point during the marking period.  If it happens to you, contact your Team 
Leader as soon as possible to discuss why you have been stopped.   

 

Levels of Response Marking 
 
In GCSE Religious Studies, differentiation is largely achieved by outcome on the basis of students’ 
responses.  To facilitate this, levels of response marking has been devised for many questions. 
 
Levels of response marking requires a quite different approach from the examiner than the traditional 
‘point for point’ marking.  It is essential that the whole response is read and then allocated to the 
level it best fits.   
 
If a student demonstrates knowledge, understanding and / or evaluation at a certain level, he / she 
must be credited at that level.  Length of response or literary ability should not be confused with 
genuine religious studies skills.  For example, a short answer which shows a high level of 
conceptual ability must be credited at that level.  (If there is a band of marks allocated to a level, 
discrimination should be made with reference to the development of the answer.) 
 
Levels are tied to specific skills.  Examiners should refer to the stated assessment target objective 
of a question (see mark scheme) when there is any doubt as to the relevance of a student’s response. 
 
Levels of response mark schemes include either examples of possible students’ responses or 
material which they might use.  These are intended as a guide only.  It is anticipated that students 
will produce a wide range of responses to each question. 
 
It is a feature of levels of response mark schemes that examiners are prepared to reward fully, 
responses which are obviously valid and of high ability but do not conform exactly to the requirements 
of a particular level.  This should only be necessary occasionally and where this occurs examiners 
must indicate, by a brief written explanation, why their assessment does not conform to the levels of 
response laid down in the mark scheme.  Such scripts should be referred to the Principal Examiner. 
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Assessment of Quality of Written Communication 
 

Quality of written communication will be assessed in all components and in relation to all assessment 
objectives.  Where students are required to produce extended written material in English, they will be 
assessed on the quality of written communication.  The quality of written communication skills of the 
student will be one of the factors influencing the actual mark awarded within the level of response.  In 
reading an extended response, the examiner will therefore consider if it is cogently and coherently 
written, i.e. decide whether the answer: 
 

 presents relevant information in a form that suits its purposes; 

 is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear; 

 is suitably structured and that the style of writing is appropriate. 

 
The assessment of the Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will continue to be included within 
the judgement of Levels of Response in the 6 mark evaluation questions.  In line with past practice, 
responses will be assessed chiefly on the evaluation criteria relating to content, using the guidance 
comments to assist the application of those criteria.  (These have now been inserted into the mark 
schemes for the convenience of examiners.)  However the specific QWC criteria may be used in 
borderline cases e.g. between Levels 1 and 2, 3 and 4, or 5 and 6.  So for example coherence may 
well be a deciding factor in a borderline Level 5/6 response. 
 
Assessment of Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 
 
Examiners need to award up to an additional 4 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), 
based on the performance criteria set out below.  This assessment will be made from work presented 
in answer to the whole of Question B5 or B6 only.  Examiners should make a judgment based on the 
overall standard of this question, bearing in mind that the last part of this question may contain more 
errors as students rush to finish the paper.  If the rest of the question is of a high standard, they 
should not be penalised.  However, answers that contain only a few lines on each part or use bullet 
points or notes throughout may not meet the threshold level. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions B5 and B6.  4 marks will be 
allocated for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in each of these questions. The performance 
descriptions are provided below. 
 

High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a wide 
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use 
a good range of specialist terms with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response.  Where 
required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, 
errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 
meaning or nothing is written. [0 marks] 
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Students will be given credit for reference to diversity in belief and practice within religions. 

 

Part A 
  
A1  The Problem of Evil 
   
 (a) Which type of evil does this photograph show: A natural evil or B moral evil? 
   
  Target: Knowledge of the forms of evil 
   
  A natural evil 

 
Correct answer = 1 mark 

   [1 mark] AO1 

   
 (b) Explain briefly how natural evil is different from moral evil. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the different forms of evil 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Natural evil is caused by forces in the earth or nature / moral evil is the deliberate action 
of a human being to cause harm / natural evil is caused by nature / moral evil is caused 
by humans / natural evil cannot be stopped natural evil is outside human control, etc.  

   
  1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 

2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 
 
NOTE: Definitions of the two terms or examples which bring out the differences may be 
credited for the two marks.   

   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (c) Explain the Free-Will Defence argument for the existence of evil in the world. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the Free Will Defence 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Free-Will is the gift of God to human beings / that enables them to make their own 
choices, which means some people will do evil things / choices have to be made in a 
world where things can and do go wrong, where evil happens / if God stopped evil things, 
whether moral or natural, then God would be interfering in free will / God cannot both give 
free will and interfere when free will is used / without the existence of evil, humans cannot 
have free will, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘There is no satisfactory religious explanation for the origin of evil.’ 
   

  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 
about more than one point of view. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether there is a satisfactory religious explanation for the 
origin of evil  

   

Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Religious stories like Adam and Eve eating the fruit and being tempted by a talking snake 
do not make sense as stories / it would be wrong to condemn the whole world to suffer 
evil because of the actions of two people / the stories of Iblis and Lucifer are about what 
happens in the spiritual world, which no person has seen / the spiritual world cannot 
affect the natural world as they are of a different order / according to science, natural evil 
existed in the world long before human beings, so humans cannot be blamed for natural 
evil, despite what the stories imply / there is no proof for reincarnation, so ideas about 
karma have no evidence to justify them / craving might be an example of evil and 
suffering, but people can’t say that craving caused evil in the first place, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Moral evil comes from creatures wanting their own way not what God wants, so the 
stories of Adam and Eve, Iblis and Lucifer reflect what probably happened in the first 
place / these stories of evil are about why people still prefer evil, just as they have always 
done, so the stories do make sense and justify evil / karma and craving might not be able 
to prove where evil came from, but they do help human beings to understand their nature 
and the nature of the world / the Free Will Defence can justify the existence of evil and by 
implication its origins / it depends what is meant by ‘satisfactory’ – if it means one that 
solves, perhaps not, if it means one that helps people understand the world they live in or 
accept the world they live in, then perhaps yes, etc. 
 
NB: Purely narrative answers max Level 3. There must be some explanation to gain 
Level 4. 
 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
A2  The Compatibility of Science and Religion 
   
 (a) Explain briefly what is meant by the Darwinian view of evolution. 
   
  Target: Understanding of the Darwinian view of evolution 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Organisms have developed to fit into the changing environment / survival of the fittest / 
the characteristics that help survival are passed on / all life-forms today have developed 
from simpler organisms / humans and apes have developed from a common ancestor, 
etc. 

   
  1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 

2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 
   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain why some people say that, if the theory of evolution is true, then human 
beings do not have a special place in creation.  

   
  Target:  Understanding of the implications of the Darwinian view for understanding 

the place of humanity in creation 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
It implies that God did not make humans special / goes against the idea that humans are 
made in the image of God / humans do not have the breath of God / the idea of a special 
soul is difficult to explain / humans might be seen as nothing other than developed apes / 
humans have no more right in creation than other animals / God did not make them to 
rule over the rest of creation / humans are merely a part of what has evolved purely 
through chance / through random mutation / humans are not the peak of evolution, we 
will continue to develop, possibly into another species, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘The Big Bang theory proves that there is no need to believe that God created the 
universe.’  

   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of the role of God in creation in light of the Big Bang theory 
   
Levels Criteria Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 
slight development of one. 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The origins of the whole universe have been explained / there is no need to include God 
as science has shown the truth of events / The Big Bang theory accounts for everything 
in creation so no other explanation is needed / Ockham’s razor – go for the simplest 
answer, etc. 
 
The Big Bang theory is only a theory, not a proof / doesn’t answer the question: what 
made the Big Bang / still need to face the issue of why is there anything rather than 
nothing? / God can make sense of this last question in a way that the Big Bang can’t / 
many religious people believe the Big Bang was God’s method to create the universe, 
etc. 
 
NB credit valid links to the cosmological argument 

   [3 marks] AO2 
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 (d) ‘Religious stories of creation should be taken seriously.’ 
   

  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 
about more than one point of view. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether religious stories of creation should be taken 
seriously 

   

Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

These stories are the word of God and God will not lie / nobody except God was present 
when creation began so only God knows the truth / the stories might not be true in an 
historical way but they contain deep truths that should not be dismissed / while the 
religious stories might differ in their details, they share a common theme that the whole of 
creation comes from God, depends on God and is good because God made it / in certain 
religions, it may be blasphemy to dismiss what is in the holy book / it is an insult to 
religious people to mock the stories, etc. 

   
  Other views 

None of these stories fit in with science so can be rejected out of hand / the stories 
contain contradictions within themselves and between each other / they were made up by 
people in a pre-scientific age to make sense of what they could not explain so are no 
longer relevant / there is no God so these stories cannot be the word of God / it depends 

how you interpret them – if interpreting as factual, then that conflicts with science, if 
interpreting as telling a form of truth other than scientific, then they should be taken 
seriously, etc. 
 
NB Those who interpret ‘seriously’ as ‘literally’ can gain full marks provided that the 
student answers the question. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
A3  The Afterlife 
   
 (a) Explain briefly what a gravestone might show about people’s beliefs about life 

after death.  
   
  Target: Understanding of people’s beliefs about life after death 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
People are praying for the deceased (‘Rest in peace’) / presenting the deceased to God’s 
care / they hope to meet again in the afterlife / they want to remember the person who 
has died / they mark the place where the body has been buried as that is all they have 
left of the deceased, etc.  
 
NB ‘There is a cross’ or reference to the religion of the person by itself does not merit 
credit. However, ‘There is an empty cross’ can be credited as a reference to resurrection. 

   
  1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 

2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 
   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain what is meant by ‘rebirth’. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of rebirth 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
There is a sense of continuity between the dead person and someone who is born some 
time after the death but no soul / like the light from a candle being passed onto another 
candle / connected with samsara / type of rebirth is determined by their karma / six 
realms of rebirth (peaceful gods, power-seeking gods, humans, animals, hungry ghosts, 
hell-beings) / need to escape cravings to get out of the cycle of rebirth and reach 
nibbana, etc. 
 
Up to Level 2 can be awarded for a generalised statement that might also apply to 
reincarnation.   
 
NB This is in the section on the afterlife. Any idea of spiritual rebirth is not relevant to a 
question in this section. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (c) Explain what the idea of resurrection teaches about the afterlife. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of what the idea of resurrection teaches 

about the afterlife 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
When a person dies his/her soul remains alive in a perfect state / just like Jesus rose 
from the dead, those who have died will live on eternally / God will restore to life those 
who have been faithful to him / they join God in heaven and are rewarded / the bad go 
down to hell for all eternity / resurrection might include the idea of the body being raised 
up as well as the soul / resurrection leads to judgement and reward or punishment / the 
person loses the limitation of the body, but is still the same person in a perfect form / for 
Muslims resurrection leads to the Day of Reckoning when the person has to account for 
his/her actions to Allah and be judged according to what he/she has done, etc. 
 
NB Any point which shows confusion between resurrection and resuscitation/rebirth/ 
reincarnation gets no credit. 
 
NB Mention of the fact that Jesus rose from the dead in itself gains no credit, but credit is 
given for what this belief teaches eg that ir proves that there is a life after death. 

   
   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘Out of body experiences support religious teachings about an afterlife.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether out of body experiences support religious teachings 

about the afterlife 
   
Levels Criteria Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 
slight development of one. 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Out of body experiences suggest that the soul (consciousness) is separate from the body 
so it must go somewhere when the body dies, eg heaven / there is more to an individual 
than the body so the individual must be able to live on after death, possibly through 
reincarnation or rebirth / people claim to see religious figures, like Jesus, The Buddha, et 
al. / most NDEs have religious content, etc. 
 
There is no proof that out of body experiences genuinely happen, so nothing can be 
based on this idea / these experiences could simply be the effect of drugs or the body’s 
own chemicals creating hallucinations / people who are near death by definition do not 
die in the permanent sense, so NDEs give no real information on life after death, etc. 
 
NOTE: For this question out of body experiences and near death experiences are the 
same. 

   
   [3 marks] AO2 
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A4  The Characteristics of God 

   
 (a) Explain why some believers think that it is right to call God ‘the Eternal’.  
   
  Target: Understanding of the title ‘the Eternal’ when used about God 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
God has no beginning or end / God is outside time / there never was when God was not  
/ God has no limits, including time / God is timeless / it stresses the absolute, infinite 
nature of God / God is temporal, existing in all times, ie ‘through all eternity’ / God is 
transcendent / ‘Eternal’ is mentioned in the Qur’an and the Bible about God / God or 
Allah refers to himself this way, etc. 

   
   [3 marks] AO1 

   
 (b) Explain briefly what it means to say that God is impersonal. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the term ‘impersonal’ in relation to God 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
God is not affected by what people do / God is remote / God exists regardless of any 
individual being / God is not limited by any relationships / God does not have personal 
relationships / ‘Absolute’ / ‘Ground of Being’ / doesn’t answer prayer / doesn’t perform 
miracles / the deistic God, etc. 
 
NB The suggestion that God has a relationship with everybody rather than with 
individuals is not worthy of credit for this question. 

   
  1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 

2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 
   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘It is right to call God ‘He’.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reason for your answer, showing that you have thought about 

more than one point of view. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of using the word ‘He’ about God 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405007 – JUNE 2015 

 

 19 of 32  

 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

God reveals himself as father, king etc. all of which are masculine words / masculine 
words like ‘He’ are connected with the ideas of power and might, protection, authority, 
etc. which are good images for God / ‘he’ is the default personal pronoun in many 
languages whereas ‘she’ implies explicitly and only female / using ‘He’ is a way of 
showing that God is able to be in a relationship, that God is not impassive or inactive / the 
use of the capital letter is a way of showing both respect and that God is not the same as 
other beings, etc. 

   
  Other views 

God is being, not male or female, so ‘he’ and ‘she’ should not be used about God / ‘He’ 
implies that God has only male qualities whereas there are many qualities in God that are 
typically associated with females / using ‘He’ undervalues women / God has feminine 
forms in some religions and in some religious literature, eg Wisdom literature, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
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Part B 
 
B5  Revelation  
   
 (a) Explain some ways in which God can be revealed through other people.  You may 

refer to examples in your answer. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of revelation through people 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The qualities that humans show, like love, justice, forgiveness, etc. are pale reflections of 
God’s love / people can understand the qualities of God as shown through the care and 
commitment of other people, eg Mother Teresa, the Dalai Lama / these qualities that 
humans show are based on absolutes that can only have their source in God / the 
willingness of people to give themselves to others regardless of what it costs reflects the 
loving nature of God / allow for reference to prophets and preachers / human morality / 
use of human reason to prove God / through personal writings, preaching etc, a person 
can help others to understand a different view of God,  etc. 

   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘Nature can reveal nothing about God.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reason for your answer, showing that you have thought about 

more than one point of view. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether nature reveals anything about God  
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Nature is just there / people cannot prove that God made nature or that God exists, so 
they cannot tell anything about God through nature / nature has so many different and 
changeable qualities that people can read anything they like in nature, but there is 
nothing to justify making these statements about nature refer to God / who is to say that a 
violent, powerful storm reflects anything more about God than a peaceful spring field 
does – it is all down to individual interpretation not reality, etc. 

   
  Other views 

God is the creator so anything that God makes must reflect something, though not 
everything, about God / nature is God’s gift to humans so it shows that God cares and 
provides for people / the beauty, harmony, and power of nature reflect qualities that God 
sees as important / nature is vast but God is so much greater as he is the creator / 
Scripture refers to nature being God’s work e.g Romans 1:20 / use of first cause and 
design arguments to point to the existence of God, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c) Explain how people might have a special revelation through prayer. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how people might have a special 

revelation through prayer 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Prayer is communicating with God / it is opening the life of the believer to God’s presence 
and allowing God to speak to the believer / it is expressing faith in God that allows God to 
make his will known to the person praying / it is focusing the mind on God so that all 
other distractions are removed so nothing hinders God’s message getting through / it is 
showing that God has value in the believer’s life and allowing God to show what God 
wants the believer to do in his / her life / it is joining with other believers to express a joint 
commitment to God, to gain support from others in their faith, so that God can make his 
presence known in and through the community / a mystical experience or revelation 
through saying the rosary or the Jesus prayer, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘Sacred texts cannot help people to know God.’  
   
  Do you agree?  Give reason for your answer, showing that you have thought about 

more than one point of view. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether sacred texts can help people to know God  
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

There is no evidence that sacred texts come from God, so they are open to doubt / most 
texts are open to many different interpretations; this can apply to the sacred texts being 
used about God / different religions have different sacred texts so they can’t all be right, 
but they might all be wrong / God is so far beyond human understanding that human 
words can only interfere with, if not destroy, what people want to say about God, even 
when the writing is classed as sacred / different interpretations of texts / there is no God 
so nothing can help people know God, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Sacred texts are the word of God / people reading the texts can be inspired by the Spirit 
of God to get the message that God wants them to receive / if these are God’s words, 
they cannot mislead as God is truth and God will not deceive believers / God’s 
revelations can be valid for an individual even though that person’s understanding of the 
text  differs from someone else’s / humans cannot dictate what God wants people to 
understand / sacred texts give accounts of people’s revelation of God which can inspire 
and which provides proof of God, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
B5 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 

   

Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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B6  The Existence of God 
   
 (a) Explain the First Cause (Cosmological) argument for the existence of God. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the First Cause argument for the 

existence of God 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
 
eg Things move / nothing can move by itself but has to be moved by something else / this 
cannot go back to infinity otherwise there would be nothing moving / there must be an 
unmoved mover, which we call God.  
 
eg Everything has a cause / nothing can make itself happen but must be caused by 
something else / this cannot go back to infinity / there must be an uncaused cause which 
we call God. 
 
eg Everything comes into being and goes out of being / there must have been a time 
when there was nothing / if there was nothing, then there cannot be something now / 
there must have been something that always existed, which we call God. 
 
Note: students can give a detailed version of one of the First Cause arguments (Aquinas’ 
versions are given here but others are acceptable) or a summary of a variety of them 
(including some details for the top level). 

   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘Religious experiences do not prove that God exists.’ 
   

  Do you agree?  Give reason for your answer, showing that you have thought about 
more than one point of view. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether the argument from religious experience proves the 
existence of God  

   

Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

There is no proof that a person has had a religious experience / it could be down to 
drugs, food, hallucination, overactive imagination, etc. / why do only certain people have 
religious experiences if God wants everyone to believe in him?  Doesn’t this suggest that 
they are false? / people only have religious experiences according to their own faith 
background, not from other religions, which suggest the ‘evidence’ is at best biased, at 
worst false / can’t go from a limited human experience to prove an unlimited God, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Religious experiences are so intense and life-changing that people cannot deny that they 
have happened / there are so many accounts of religious experiences that some of them 
must be true, so some of them must show that God exists / most people who have 
recorded religious experiences were not expecting or wanting them, so they must come 
from outside themselves / there are physical signs, eg stigmata, that cannot be explained 
medically so should not be doubted as genuine / many people bear witness to miracles 
happening that are totally beyond the possibility of the natural order so they must prove 
that there is a supernatural being / it doesn’t matter as long as they help the person in 
some way, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c) Explain the relationship between faith and the proofs of the existence of God. 
   
  Target:  Understanding of the relationship between faith and the proofs of the 

existence of God  
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 

          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 
credit. 

 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

 At least two relevant and accurate points 

 One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

 One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

 A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

 Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Faith is a leap into the unknown / belief in God demands that there is no definite proof, 
otherwise faith cannot exist / knowledge is based on facts so it cannot be doubted but 
faith always allows room for doubt / if the ‘proofs’ could not be rejected, people would 
have no choice but to accept them; this would remove any role for faith and any room for 
human freedom / however, having proofs of the existence of God can show that the belief 
in God is not irrational / the ‘proofs’ are not definitive, they only suggest the probability 
that God exists / there is still plenty of room for faith with the proofs / the proofs need to 
be accepted as supports for faith / the proofs take people from the limitations of the 
human mind to acknowledging the possibility of the Unlimited God, leaving room for this 
God to be accepted or rejected by the use of human freedom etc. 
 
Maximum Level 3 if only faith or the proofs are addressed 

   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘There are no convincing arguments against the existence of God.’ 
   

  Do you agree?  Give reason for your answer, showing that you have thought about 
more than one point of view. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether there are convincing arguments against the 
existence of God 

   

Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 

          0 Unsupported opinion or no 
relevant evaluation. 

The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Arguments against the existence of God are simply expressions of people’s beliefs or 
views, they are no more reliable than the arguments for the existence of God / so many 
people down the ages have believed in God and still do despite the ‘evidence’ that has 
been produced against God, that there must be something there for people to accept / 
even very well-educated and intelligent people have accepted the existence of God; it is 
not just those lacking education or intelligence / faith goes beyond proof, just like the 
existence of God goes beyond proof / anything humans prove to be not God, was never 
God in the first place, as what they have disproven or proven must be limited by the very 
fact of the disproof or proof, etc. 

   
  Other views 

The arguments against the existence of God make sense / the scientific explanations of 
the universe, of humanity etc. all show that we do not need God, so there is no God / 
humans used to bring in God to explain the unknown but we no longer need the god-of-
the-gaps so we can dismiss any suggestion of God / psychology, sociology etc. have all 
shown that humans are too mature now to have to create an illusion of God beyond 
themselves / there is too much evil and suffering in the world to accept the existence of 
an all-loving, all-powerful God / no scientific proof of God means there is no God / futility 
of prayer proves there is no God / the fact that religious people do not get all the luck / 
fortune proves there is no God, etc.  
 
NB Because of the negatives in the question, some students may confuse the ‘agree’ and 
‘disagree’ Assess the quality of the arguments. 

   [6 marks] AO2 

   
B6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   

Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 

   
 




