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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments 
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was 
used by them in this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers 
the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same 
correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ 
scripts.  Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated 
for.  If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been 
raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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Methods of Marking 
 
It is essential that, in fairness to students, all examiners use the same methods of marking.  The 
advice given here may seem very obvious, but it is important that all examiners follow it as exactly as 
possible. 

1. If you have any doubts about the mark to award, consult your Team Leader. 

2. Refer constantly to the mark scheme throughout marking.  It is extremely important that it is 
strictly adhered to. 

3. Remember, you must always credit accurate, relevant and appropriate answers which are 
not given in the mark scheme. 

4. Do not credit material that is irrelevant to the question or to the stated target, however 
impressive that material might be. 

5. If a one-word answer is required and a list is given, take the first answer (unless this has been 
crossed out).   

6. If you are wavering as to whether or not to award a mark, the criterion should be, ‘Is the 
student nearer those who have given a correct answer or those who have little idea?’ 

7. Read the information on the following page about using Levels of Response mark schemes. 

8. Be prepared to award the full range of marks.  Do not hesitate to give full marks when the 
answer merits full marks or to give no marks where there is nothing creditable in an answer. 

9. No half marks or bonus marks are to be used under any circumstances. 

10. Remember, the key to good and fair marking is consistency.  Do not change the standard of 
your marking once you have started. 

Marking using CMI+ 
All new GCSE Religious Studies papers will be marked electronically using a software application 
called CMI+ (Computer Marking from Image).  Instead of paper scripts being sent to examiners, 
students’ responses are scanned and sent electronically to examiners.  The software is easy to use, 
but it demands a different approach from examiners than traditional paper marking. 

1. Instead of marking script-by-script you will mark item-by-item.  An item is a part-question.  
Each time you log on to mark you will need to choose an item to mark.   

2. Before you start marking your own allocation you will need to mark some pre-marked items 
known as seeds.  These items are not intended to trick you; their function to ensure that you 
are still applying the standard set at the standardising meeting.  If you have drifted away from 
the standard you will need to speak to your Team Leader before you can continue marking.   

3. It is possible to annotate the scripts in various ways: underlining, highlighting and adding icons 
from a drop-down menu.  Your Team Leader will instruct you on which types of annotation to 
use.  Examiners must not add extra annotation as this can be confusing for teachers and 
students if they request Access to Scripts. 

4. As you mark each response, enter the numerical mark you are going to award for in the box at 
the bottom of the screen.  If you realise you have made a mistake you will be able to go back 
one script to change the mark you have entered. 
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5. In Part B, responses to all parts of B5 or B6 will appear as one item.  Thumbnails to the right of 
the screen will allow you to scroll through the response quickly.  Read the whole response, 
then use the comments tool to indicate a level and a mark for each part, and enter the total 
mark out of 24 in the box at the bottom of the screen. 

6. Your marking will be monitored throughout the marking period.  This is to ensure that you 
continue to mark to the same standard regardless of factors such as how many clips you have 
marked and what time of day you are marking at.  Rather than sampling your marking once 
and adjusting your marks after the marking period, this approach allows senior examiners to 
ensure that your marking remains at the right standard throughout.  This means that your 
Team Leader can bring you back to the right standard should you start to drift away slightly. 

7. If your marking of a particular question is found to be out of line you will be temporarily 
stopped from marking that question.  Almost all examiners, including Team Leaders, are 
stopped at some point during the marking period.  If it happens to you, contact your Team 
Leader as soon as possible to discuss why you have been stopped.   

 
Levels of Response Marking 
 
In GCSE Religious Studies, differentiation is largely achieved by outcome on the basis of students’ 
responses.  To facilitate this, levels of response marking has been devised for many questions. 
 
Levels of response marking requires a quite different approach from the examiner than the traditional 
‘point for point’ marking.  It is essential that the whole response is read and then allocated to the 
level it best fits.   
 
If a student demonstrates knowledge, understanding and / or evaluation at a certain level, he / she 
must be credited at that level.  Length of response or literary ability should not be confused with 
genuine religious studies skills.  For example, a short answer which shows a high level of 
conceptual ability must be credited at that level.  (If there is a band of marks allocated to a level, 
discrimination should be made with reference to the development of the answer.) 
 
Levels are tied to specific skills.  Examiners should refer to the stated assessment target objective 
of a question (see mark scheme) when there is any doubt as to the relevance of a student’s response. 
 
Levels of response mark schemes include either examples of possible students’ responses or 
material which they might use.  These are intended as a guide only.  It is anticipated that students 
will produce a wide range of responses to each question. 
 
It is a feature of levels of response mark schemes that examiners are prepared to reward fully, 
responses which are obviously valid and of high ability but do not conform exactly to the requirements 
of a particular level.  This should only be necessary occasionally and where this occurs examiners 
must indicate, by a brief written explanation, why their assessment does not conform to the levels of 
response laid down in the mark scheme.  Such scripts should be referred to the Principal Examiner. 
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Assessment of Quality of Written Communication 
 
Quality of written communication will be assessed in all components and in relation to all assessment 
objectives.  Where students are required to produce extended written material in English, they will be 
assessed on the quality of written communication.  The quality of written communication skills of the 
student will be one of the factors influencing the actual mark awarded within the level of response.  In 
reading an extended response, the examiner will therefore consider if it is cogently and coherently 
written, i.e. decide whether the answer: 
 
• presents relevant information in a form that suits its purposes; 
• is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear; 
• is suitably structured and that the style of writing is appropriate. 
 
The assessment of the Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will continue to be included within 
the judgement of Levels of Response in the 6 mark evaluation questions.  In line with past practice, 
responses will be assessed chiefly on the evaluation criteria relating to content, using the guidance 
comments to assist the application of those criteria.  (These have now been inserted into the mark 
schemes for the convenience of examiners.)  However the specific QWC criteria may be used in 
borderline cases e.g. between Levels 1 and 2, 3 and 4, or 5 and 6.  So for example coherence may 
well be a deciding factor in a borderline Level 5/6 response. 
 
Assessment of Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 
 
Examiners need to award up to an additional 4 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), 
based on the performance criteria set out below.  This assessment will be made from work presented 
in answer to the whole of Question B5 or B6 only.  Examiners should make a judgment based on the 
overall standard of this question, bearing in mind that the last part of this question may contain more 
errors as students rush to finish the paper.  If the rest of the question is of a high standard, they 
should not be penalised.  However, answers that contain only a few lines on each part or use bullet 
points or notes throughout may not meet the threshold level. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions B5 and B6.  4 marks will be 
allocated for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in each of these questions. The performance 
descriptions are provided below. 
 
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a wide 
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use 
a good range of specialist terms with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response.  Where 
required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, 
errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 
meaning or nothing is written. [0 marks] 
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Students will be given credit for reference to diversity in belief and practice within Islam 
   
Part A 
  
A1  Personal Lifestyle 
   
 (a) Explain briefly what is meant by halal and haram. 
   
   
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the meaning of halal and haram. 

 
 
 
 
 

Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Permissible act / can be an action or thing / allowed action (jaiz) / lawful / any acceptable 

practice / can relate to food / or the preparation of meat / rules stated in the Qur’an or 
Sunnah. 
 
 

     
   
   
   
   
   
  Forbidden / can be an action or thing / not allowed / unlawful / any unacceptable Islamic 

practice / an act one should abstain from / can relate to food that cannot be eaten / rules 
stated in the Qur’an and the Sunnah / use of examples such as adultery or shirk. 
 
NB Max level 3 for reference to one practice only. 
. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘Muslims should be allowed to drink a little alcohol.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether Muslims should be allowed to drink a little alcohol  
   
Levels Criteria Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 

slight development of one. 
3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
People can drink without becoming drunk / can be used at celebrations so would allow 
Muslims to join in socially / other religions allow alcohol in moderation and it does not 
separate them from God / making it forbidden leads to greater temptation to try it / what 
we drink should have nothing to do with religion / we have free will so should be able to 
make our own decisions / there is some debate by some Islamic scholars about what 
type of alcohol the Qur’an forbids / there may be benefits to drinking a little alcohol / 
Qur’an 2:219 states there are benefits as well as dangers / some Muslims do not believe 
Allah prohibited wine but advised against it, etc. 
 
Alcohol is haram so cannot be touched at all / Shari’ah Law has set punishments for the 
use of alcohol / the law applies to take or not take rather than how much / alcohol worse 
than murder or adultery according to hadith so should not be touched at all / alcohol 
makes Muslims impure so they cannot enter a mosque to pray / any alcohol separates 
man from Allah / some can lead to more as alcohol is addictive / any alcohol is bad for 
health / even a little can cloud the mind, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO2 
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 (c) ‘Only the halal way of killing animals for meat shows compassion.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether only the halal way of killing animals for meat shows 

compassion 
   
Levels Criteria Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 

slight development of one. 
3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Slitting of the throat is the quickest way of killing an animal / Muslim food laws are there 
for the welfare of the animal / trained butchers are used so that the animal does not suffer 
/ only one cut is used with the sharpest of knives / it is much more compassionate than 
other methods like electrocution or shooting which may not kill on impact / halal animals 
should not die in the terror of a slaughterhouse but be led away gently, not knowing their 
fate from the screaming of other animals / killed with compassion / dedicated to Allah who 
will not let his creation suffer / halal is seen as the kindest method for all Muslims. 
 
Halal way is just as cruel as all other ways because the animal dies / instant death does 
not happen / the animal will feel the impact of the knife / no sedation used to reduce the 
pain / in the modern world there is no need for such methods / other methods are more 
compassionate as they pre-stun / current pressure from animal welfare groups to make 
this method of slaughter illegal in the UK, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO2 
   
A2  Beliefs and the hajj 
   
 (a) What is meant by the term ‘akhirah’? 
   
  Target: Knowledge of the meaning of akhirah 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Life after death / life in the hereafter / eternal life in paradise. 
 
1 mark for an accurate point. 

   [1 mark] AO1 
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 (b) Describe what Muslims believe will happen on the Day of Judgement. 
   
  Target: Knowledge of what Muslims believe will happen on the Day of Judgement 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Day of Judgement comes on the Day of Resurrection / judgement of the living and the 
dead / all stand before Allah alone / blowing of the trumpet / ‘on the Day we will bring 
forth a book which shall be shown wide open’ Surah 17;13 / the book will be placed in the 
right or left hand according to their deeds / they will read from their books / it is a time of 
accountability – how well they have lived their lives and will be sent to heaven or hell / 
Allah knows everything and nothing can be hidden / the Angels have their written record 
of actions / Allah will judge but he will be merciful / questions will be asked about beliefs, 
salah, zakat, sawm and hajj / Muslims will cross the as-sirat bridge over hell which is 
thinner than human hair, and is thought to be razor sharp to purify the soul / the two 
books of their life weigh them down and lift them as they cross as-sirat / for those falling 
from the bridge, there is a mid-point between hell and paradise for those who could not 
cross as-sirat but did not deserve hell – they will contemplate before being allowed into 
paradise / crossing will be at different speeds so the burning will depend upon actions / 
those who cross will wash and drink from the springs to attain purity and enter paradise / 
martyrs and babies go straight to paradise, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c) Explain the importance of the actions that Muslims perform at Arafat as part of the 
hajj. 

   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the importance of what happens at 

Arafat on the hajj 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Arafat is the Mount of Mercy or forgiveness / Prophet Adam had his prayer answered 
here so Muslims believe the same will happen for them / remembrance of the last sermon 
of Muhammad / place where Muslims have to perform The Stand (wuquf) and face up to 
their actions / place where Muslims repent of their sins and so are cleansed of them / 
total focus is on Allah / can be a new start for Muslims who have not lived their lives 
according to Islam / Muslims feel a sense of release / if the Arafat stage is missed then 
the hajj is incomplete / many believe this pre-figures the Day of Judgement – they are 
dressed in their funeral clothes and stand confessing their sins as they will when the time 
comes / reference to the ummah, etc.  

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘For Muslims, this life is just as important as the next life.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether for Muslims, this life is as important as the next life 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

This life has to be good, as the next life depends on it / this life is the test / it is the only 
chance Muslims have to get it right / it is the more difficult of the two as they are only 
human yet have great expectations on them / it is here and now that Muslims can do 
Allah’s work / it is here Muslims make a difference to others / it is here they can use the 
gifts and talents that Allah has given them / this life has a purpose and a challenge, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Next life will be eternal whereas life here is very short in comparison / it is in paradise that 
they will know Allah / it is the return to the creator / life will be governed by the perfect 
ruler and laws / paradise is perfection / no suffering / will not be affected by what affects 
them as humans / no unhappiness / seen as the greatest reward for the best of Muslims / 
some Muslims are prepared to sacrifice this life, as for them, the rewards in afterlife 
(martyrdom) are more important, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
   
A3  The Ummah and Justice and Equality 
    
 (a) Explain what is meant by the Ummah. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the meaning of the Ummah 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The (global) Muslim community / Muslims coming together to pray / Muslims believe 
Islam is one family united in brotherhood / all the Ummah belong to Allah whatever race, 
language or nationality / everyone is equal regardless of wealth or gender / a sense of 
respect exists / there should exist a feeling of love, kindness and compassion, sharing in 
difficulties and in joys / the Ummah has responsibility for each other / unity is based on 
faith / the Ummah creates social unity through congregational prayers, fasting, donations 
/ the greatest gathering of the Ummah is in Makkah (Mecca) on hajj, etc. 

   
   [3 marks] AO1 
   
  



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405008 – JUNE 2015 

 

 14 of 33  

 

 (b) Explain some of the religious duties of Muslims. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding some of the religious duties of Muslims 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
To follow the Five Pillars and complete them in their lifetime (students may break these 
down into individual Pillars) / marriage / to work to support the family / to create a loving 
environment in the home / to dress in a modest way / to act in such a way that others will 
respect them / to be faithful / to teach Islam to their children / to look after their parents / 
to be Khalifahs / to become Hajji, etc. 
 
For Level 3 reference must be made to more than one duty. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘There will never be justice in the world.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether there will ever be justice in the world 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

The world has never seen justice everywhere so it never will / there are too many 
differences of opinion about how justice could be implemented / examples of injustice 
everywhere / true justice can only come from Allah / justice will only be seen in the 
afterlife not here / as long as there is poverty and inequality there will never be justice / 
not every country has Shari’ah Law, nor is it likely all will ever have it / as humans it is 
impossible for everyone to be just, etc. 

   
  Other views 

If Shari’ah Law was implemented there would be justice because everyone would live by 
the laws of Allah / Allah is ‘The Just’ so Shari’ah Law reflects that / just because there 
has never been justice does not mean it is not possible / Muslims have a strong belief in 
equality and when all are equal there will be justice / justice is something the world 
should look to implement as those who are just are rewarded in the afterlife / everyone is 
born a Muslim and when this is realised everyone will follow the laws of Allah and society 
will be just / some Muslims believe that there will be justice when all the world is Muslim 
through conversion, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
   
A4  The Five Pillars 
    
 (a) Give the two basic beliefs found in the shahadah. 
   
  Target: Knowledge of the two basic beliefs within shahadah 
   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Tawhid / there is no God but Allah / belief in Allah belief in One God. 
 
Risalah / Muhammad is his messenger / prophethood. 
 
1 mark per correct statement. 
For two marks, reference must be made to both of the basic beliefs. 

   
   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain how zakah might help the Muslim community. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how zakah might help the Muslim 

community 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
It can help Muslims be less selfish so more generous to the community / purifies the 
wealth of the community / makes them realise how much Allah has given them in 
comparison to others so this should make them want to help others / instils the idea of 
giving without receiving. 
 
As help to the community, in some countries / traditions zakah can be used to build 
mosques so they can cater for the needs of the community / money can be given to the 
poor to strengthen them / zakah can get Muslims out of debt so they no longer owe 
anything / zakah can pay for a hajj visit which can benefit the whole community in a 
spiritual sense / zakah can be used for education so as to develop knowledge of the 
religion and expand it, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘Muslims should live the whole year as they do in the month of Ramadan.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether Muslims should live the whole year as they do in 

Ramadan 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

The way Muslims live in Ramadan is basic to living life as a good Muslim so should be 
adhered to all through the year / a Muslim’s focus should always be on Allah not just in 
Ramadan / Muslims should not need a special month to make them better Muslims just 
for this time, they should live like this all year / actions like fighting, back-biting, lying, 
swearing should not happen at any time / Allah should be at the centre of life everyday / 
material things should not get in the way of worship / the Qur’an should be read regularly 
all the time, many Muslims do all year round, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Qur’an commands fasting in Ramadan but it is not commanded for the whole of the year / 
cannot fast from dawn to dusk all the time / would be very difficult to live in a world where 
media like TV, computers, etc. were not used and seen as things that separate Muslims 
from Allah / could create a great deal of isolation for Muslims who live in the western 
world / no one is perfect so it is good to have a reminder of what is actually important in 
life every so often / good to make a special effort as a community / Muslims are only 
human and do let things slip as indeed everyone else does and so a special month is 
necessary / helps Muslims to accept their human frailty and that they need Allah’s help / 
Ramadan is Allah trying to remind Muslims about what is required of them, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
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Part B 
   
B5 Worship and Justice and Equality 
   
 (a) Explain how the mihrab and the minbar are used in worship. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how the mihrab and the minbar are used 

in worship 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The mihrab is an indented archway in one of the prayer hall walls (Qiblah) indicating 
Makkah (Mecca) so that Muslims know the direction of their prayer / it shows them the 
direction of the Ka’ba in the centre of Makkah (Mecca) / it prevents the need to use a 
compass / it can be highly decorated with texts from the Qur’an or the 99 names of Allah 
to enhance worship / it amplifies the voice of the Imam so he can be heard clearly / it 
unites Muslims wherever they are in the world by making sure they all focus on the same 
point of prayer, etc. 
 
The minbar is a set of steps, it is used by the Imam on Friday Prayer to deliver the 
khutbah (sermon) which teaches Muslims more about their religion / the number of steps 
on the minbar depends upon the size of the mosque so that the Imam can be clearly 
seen and heard / they are ornate to show the importance of the Imam’s message. 
 
Max level 3 if only one feature explained. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b)(i) Describe the roles of the imam and the mu’adhin (muezzin). 
   
  Target: Knowledge of the roles of the imam and mu’adhin (muezzin) 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Imam – stands at front to lead prayer / may also perform the call to prayer / preaches the 
Friday sermon / teaches Islam / performs religious ceremonies – birth, marriage, death / 
gives religious advice / social work in prisons, schools and hospital visits / interfaith work, 
etc. 
 
Mu’adhin – carries out the call to prayer / might have an admin / organisational role in the 
day to day work of the mosque / not seen as a cleric, etc. 

   
  Max level 3 if only one feature explained. 
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b)(ii) ‘The most important role of the Madrassah is to teach Muslims how to recite the 
Qur’an.’ 

   

  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 
about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 

   

  Target:  Evaluation of whether the most important role of the Madrassah is to teach 
Muslims how to recite the Qur’an 

   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

The language of the Qur’an was chosen by Allah so teaching how to recite it is an honour 
/ there cannot be anything more important than to teach Muslims how to recite the words 
of Allah / those who become hafiz are honoured in the community so this shows the 
importance of teaching Muslims how to do this / if someone is taught to recite the Qur’an 
they have learned Arabic and so can also read the hadiths / sunnah etc. / there is reward 
in just reading the Qur’an / it is a difficult book to translate and understand so if the 
Madrassah teaches meaning those meanings can be unsure / teaching recitation 
arguably equips Muslims to interpret the Qur’an for themselves / there is the danger of 
Madrassahs forcing their own interpretation on those they teach / too many meanings 
and understandings can cause confusion / Madrassahs have always taught recitation of 
the Qur’an so why change tradition, etc. 

   
  Other views 

The Madrassah is a learning centre for Muslims so it has the duty to educate the young 
which is more than just recitation / if only recitation is taught, how can this be useful for a 
Muslim / being able to recite the Qur’an does not help Muslims understand their religion 
or what Allah wants them to do / if only recitation is taught without meaning and 
understanding Muslims will not be able to defend their faith or convert others to Islam / it 
is more important for the Madrassah to teach recitation and meaning to children so they 
grow up with a developing understanding of their faith / if Madrasahs only teach recitation 
then this leaves some Muslims in danger of being given meaning to their religion by 
outside sources like radical clerics. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c) Explain what Islam teaches about racial prejudice. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of Muslim teachings on racial prejudice 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Allah created everyone equal / reference to the story of Bilal, the black African invited to 
do the call to prayer by Muhammad / everyone is as equal as the teeth on a comb / Allah 
created difference / Muhammad said on his farewell pilgrimage ‘You Muslims are equal to 
one another, no matter if you belong to one tribe or another, race or language’ / Islam is 
colour blind / different colours shows Allah’s Greatness and Power / also a white has no 
superiority over a black nor black over white, etc. 

   
   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘In Islam, women and men should worship together.’  
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether in Islam, women and men should worship together 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Women and men should worship together so it shows the idea of everyone being equal / 
they should worship together because if they don’t, it suggests women are less equal to 
men as men get to pray in the central prayer hall at the front / the current organisation of 
prayer seems to be for the benefit of men not women, suggesting women are less 
important so worshipping together would prevent this / if women are upstairs or at the 
back it suggests a lesser status / other religions have no problem allowing men and 
women to pray together / all part of the ummah so worship should be together / 
worshipping together would show the unity of the ummah / some Muslims would agree as 
they suggest worship already is done together at home for example as a family / worship 
could be said to be being done ‘together’ anyway in the sense of the same place, time 
and action even if not in the same room, etc. 

   
  Other views  

It is tradition that they do not worship together / it is not correct to see separate prayer as 
a matter of inequality / separate prayer protects women’s modesty rather than suggesting 
women are less important / the rak’ahs make it difficult for women to feel comfortable 
praying with men so to separate is beneficial for them and a symbol of respect to not 
cause embarrassment / other religions separate women and men so why shouldn’t Islam 
/ Allah commands this separation so it must be like this / Allah sees women as equal no 
matter if they worship together or not, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
   
B5 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   
Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 

   
  



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405008 – JUNE 2015 

 

 27 of 33  

 

B6 Family Life and the Qur’an 
   
 (a) Explain why family life is so important in Islam. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the importance of family life in Islam 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
The family is the basis of society and culture and nothing should happen to cause the 
family to not function properly / it is an institution given by Allah / its purpose is to provide 
a solid foundation and secure environment for the growth of its members / family is 
understood in its extended version and respects all ages so that the old and young alike 
are looked after and loved / if the family structure, where each individual role is defined, 
works well then so does society / family provides a hierarchy for society so wisdom is 
passed on / a good family breeds respect, tolerance and understanding which then is 
taken out into society / all the major ceremonies involve the whole family / marriage 
breakdown is dealt with by the extended families to prevent this moving to divorce, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b)(i) Explain what Islam teaches about homosexuality. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of what Islam teaches about homosexuality 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Islam forbids all sexual deviations / against the law of nature – at best a sickness, at 
worst a depraved act / ‘Of all the creatures in the world, will you approach males and 
abandon those whom Allah created for you as mates?’ (Surah 26:165-166) / Allah laid 
down marriage between man and woman as the only lawful means of sex / sex is to 
procreate and two people of the same sex cannot do this / ‘if two men are guilty of 
lewdness, punish them both...’ (Surah 4 v16) / punishment ranges from whipping to the 
death penalty / Muhammad spoke against the practice of it and he is the perfect example 
/ this may be interpreted that it is the homosexual act that is wrong, not that homosexuals 
should be condemned / Allah created all equal so homosexuals should be accepted / 
homosexuality is a creation of Allah and therefore natural / it is for Allah to judge, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b)(ii) ‘In the world today, a divorce is better than polygamy.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether a divorce is preferable to polygamy 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Polygamy is an outdated practice and should not happen in any circumstance / polygamy 
is illegal in many countries / in many countries polygamy is not culturally acceptable but 
divorce is / many men cover up their want for a divorce by using polygamy which in 
reality leaves the first wife uncared for / people should be married only to one person at a 
time and if there is a thought of polygamy then it is a divorce that should be carried out, 
leaving the man free to marry again / there is more equality in the practice of divorce than 
in the practice of polygamy / some understand that the Qur’an says that polygamy is only 
permitted under exceptional circumstances so divorce may be the better possible option, 
etc. 

   
  Other views 

Depends what is meant by ‘better’ / divorce is highly discouraged in Islam even if it is 
allowed, so no, divorce is never better / Allah hates divorce but polygamy is not hated / 
those who practise polygamy may not want to divorce their wives / polygamy may be 
more about wanting an extension to the family for sexual or practical reasons rather than 
wanting an end to the original one / some women would rather allow their husband to 
take on another wife than to suffer the disgrace of a divorce, which also might leave her 
destitute / divorce and polygamy are two completely different things and so it is not a 
matter of one or the other / where polygamy is practised properly divorce would not come 
into the reckoning / one reason polygamy was introduced was to prevent divorce / 
polygamy means fewer divorces so is a better practice for society, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
   
  



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405008 – JUNE 2015 

 

 31 of 33  

 

 (c) Describe how the Qur’an was revealed. 
   
  Target: Knowledge of how the Qur’an was revealed 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Revealed to Prophet Muhammad two phases of revelation from Allah to the lowest 
heaven / and then over 23 years into the mind of the Prophet, a gradual process and 
started on the Night of Qadr / revelation was a tiring process but Muhammad was able to 
advise the scribes about the placement of the verses / revelation came through Angel 
Jibrail in the Arabic language / first revelation came on the Night of Power whilst 
Muhammad was meditating in the cave on Mt Hira / according to some traditions 
Muhammad told to read from the scroll but could not / Muhammad fled the cave, 
returning to his wife in fear / Khadijah convinced him it was Allah so he returned / the 
same scroll appeared via the Angel and this time he could read (because he believed) / 
he read the first verse of Surah 96 ‘Recite in the name of your Lord who created’, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘The Qur’an does not help Muslims live their lives in today’s world.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Islam in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether the Qur’an helps Muslims to live their lives in today’s 

world 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following points: 
   
  Agree 

Many Muslims do not understand the Qur’an and therefore it cannot help them / life is 
very different now with modern issues that Muslims need answers to but the Qur’an does 
not specifically deal with these issues / generations change attitudes so the holy book 
needs to move with these attitudes to help Muslims live their lives today / due to the way 
the Qur’an is written, as with other holy books, many young Muslims struggle to make the 
Qur’an relevant in their lives today / some western Muslims do not even go to learn the 
Qur’an now which suggests they do not see it as helpful in their lives / if the Qur’an had 
all the answers there would be no need for hadith and sunnah, etc. 

   
  Other views 

The Qur’an are the words of Allah so are always relevant to life no matter what the time / 
the words are written to be timeless and always applicable as Allah is timeless / just what 
because ideas and issues change with the times, this does not mean that our attitudes 
should change with them / if the Qur’an is understood properly it can be applied to life 
today / where Muslims cannot apply it to their lives in today’s world it is through their lack 
of understanding rather than the fault of the book itself / many of the issues or problems 
we have in life are the same as they have always been and always will be and so the 
Qur’an can always help them / the Qur’an is as relevant as a Muslim wants to make it / to 
follow the Qur’an is the only way to be a good Muslim in today’s world / the Qur’an 
establishes principles that can be applied to modern challenges, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
   
B6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   
Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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