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Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the 
relevant questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments 
made at the standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was 
used by them in this examination.  The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers 
the students’ responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same 
correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ 
scripts.  Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated 
for.  If, after the standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been 
raised they are required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular 
examination paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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Methods of Marking 
 
It is essential that, in fairness to students, all examiners use the same methods of marking.  The 
advice given here may seem very obvious, but it is important that all examiners follow it as exactly as 
possible. 

1. If you have any doubts about the mark to award, consult your Team Leader. 

2. Refer constantly to the mark scheme throughout marking.  It is extremely important that it is 
strictly adhered to. 

3. Remember, you must always credit accurate, relevant and appropriate answers which are 
not given in the mark scheme. 

4. Do not credit material that is irrelevant to the question or to the stated target, however 
impressive that material might be. 

5. If a one-word answer is required and a list is given, take the first answer (unless this has been 
crossed out).   

6. If you are wavering as to whether or not to award a mark, the criterion should be, ‘Is the 
student nearer those who have given a correct answer or those who have little idea?’ 

7. Read the information on the following page about using Levels of Response mark schemes. 

8. Be prepared to award the full range of marks.  Do not hesitate to give full marks when the 
answer merits full marks or to give no marks where there is nothing creditable in an answer. 

9. No half marks or bonus marks are to be used under any circumstances. 

10. Remember, the key to good and fair marking is consistency.  Do not change the standard of 
your marking once you have started. 

Marking using CMI+ 
All new GCSE Religious Studies papers will be marked electronically using a software application 
called CMI+ (Computer Marking from Image).  Instead of paper scripts being sent to examiners, 
students’ responses are scanned and sent electronically to examiners.  The software is easy to use, 
but it demands a different approach from examiners than traditional paper marking. 

1. Instead of marking script-by-script you will mark item-by-item.  An item is a part-question.  
Each time you log on to mark you will need to choose an item to mark.   

2. Before you start marking your own allocation you will need to mark some pre-marked items 
known as seeds.  These items are not intended to trick you; their function to ensure that you 
are still applying the standard set at the standardising meeting.  If you have drifted away from 
the standard you will need to speak to your Team Leader before you can continue marking.   

3. It is possible to annotate the scripts in various ways: underlining, highlighting and adding icons 
from a drop-down menu.  Your Team Leader will instruct you on which types of annotation to 
use.  Examiners must not add extra annotation as this can be confusing for teachers and 
students if they request Access to Scripts. 

4. As you mark each response, enter the numerical mark you are going to award for in the box at 
the bottom of the screen.  If you realise you have made a mistake you will be able to go back 
one script to change the mark you have entered. 
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5. In Part B, responses to all parts of B5 or B6 will appear as one item.  Thumbnails to the right of 
the screen will allow you to scroll through the response quickly.  Read the whole response, 
then use the comments tool to indicate a level and a mark for each part, and enter the total 
mark out of 24 in the box at the bottom of the screen. 

6. Your marking will be monitored throughout the marking period.  This is to ensure that you 
continue to mark to the same standard regardless of factors such as how many clips you have 
marked and what time of day you are marking at.  Rather than sampling your marking once 
and adjusting your marks after the marking period, this approach allows senior examiners to 
ensure that your marking remains at the right standard throughout.  This means that your 
Team Leader can bring you back to the right standard should you start to drift away slightly. 

7. If your marking of a particular question is found to be out of line you will be temporarily 
stopped from marking that question.  Almost all examiners, including Team Leaders, are 
stopped at some point during the marking period.  If it happens to you, contact your Team 
Leader as soon as possible to discuss why you have been stopped.   

 
Levels of Response Marking 
 
In GCSE Religious Studies, differentiation is largely achieved by outcome on the basis of students’ 
responses.  To facilitate this, levels of response marking has been devised for many questions. 
 
Levels of response marking requires a quite different approach from the examiner than the traditional 
‘point for point’ marking.  It is essential that the whole response is read and then allocated to the 
level it best fits.   
 
If a student demonstrates knowledge, understanding and / or evaluation at a certain level, he / she 
must be credited at that level.  Length of response or literary ability should not be confused with 
genuine religious studies skills.  For example, a short answer which shows a high level of 
conceptual ability must be credited at that level.  (If there is a band of marks allocated to a level, 
discrimination should be made with reference to the development of the answer.) 
 
Levels are tied to specific skills.  Examiners should refer to the stated assessment target objective 
of a question (see mark scheme) when there is any doubt as to the relevance of a student’s response. 
 
Levels of response mark schemes include either examples of possible students’ responses or 
material which they might use.  These are intended as a guide only.  It is anticipated that students 
will produce a wide range of responses to each question. 
 
It is a feature of levels of response mark schemes that examiners are prepared to reward fully, 
responses which are obviously valid and of high ability but do not conform exactly to the requirements 
of a particular level.  This should only be necessary occasionally and where this occurs examiners 
must indicate, by a brief written explanation, why their assessment does not conform to the levels of 
response laid down in the mark scheme.  Such scripts should be referred to the Principal Examiner. 
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Assessment of Quality of Written Communication 
 
Quality of written communication will be assessed in all components and in relation to all assessment 
objectives.  Where students are required to produce extended written material in English, they will be 
assessed on the quality of written communication.  The quality of written communication skills of the 
student will be one of the factors influencing the actual mark awarded within the level of response.  In 
reading an extended response, the examiner will therefore consider if it is cogently and coherently 
written, i.e. decide whether the answer: 
 
• presents relevant information in a form that suits its purposes; 
• is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear; 
• is suitably structured and that the style of writing is appropriate. 
 
The assessment of the Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will continue to be included within 
the judgement of Levels of Response in the 6 mark evaluation questions.  In line with past practice, 
responses will be assessed chiefly on the evaluation criteria relating to content, using the guidance 
comments to assist the application of those criteria.  (These have now been inserted into the mark 
schemes for the convenience of examiners.)  However the specific QWC criteria may be used in 
borderline cases e.g. between Levels 1 and 2, 3 and 4, or 5 and 6.  So for example coherence may 
well be a deciding factor in a borderline Level 5/6 response. 
 
Assessment of Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 
 
Examiners need to award up to an additional 4 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), 
based on the performance criteria set out below.  This assessment will be made from work presented 
in answer to the whole of Question B5 or B6 only.  Examiners should make a judgment based on the 
overall standard of this question, bearing in mind that the last part of this question may contain more 
errors as students rush to finish the paper.  If the rest of the question is of a high standard, they 
should not be penalised.  However, answers that contain only a few lines on each part or use bullet 
points or notes throughout may not meet the threshold level. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions B5 and B6.  4 marks will be 
allocated for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in each of these questions. The performance 
descriptions are provided below. 
 
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a wide 
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use 
a good range of specialist terms with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response.  Where 
required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, 
errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 
meaning or nothing is written. [0 marks] 
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Students will be given credit for reference to diversity in belief and practice within Judaism. 
 
Part A 
  
A1 Conflict and Suffering 
   
 (a) Give two ways in which Jews might take part in protesting. 
   
  Target: Knowledge of two ways in which Jews might take part in protesting  
   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Boycotting products / writing letters / joining a protest group / signing petitions / 
demonstrating / raising public awareness / marching / conduct a sit-in / taking strike 
action / causing disruption/ preaching / silent protest e.g. prayer etc. 

   
  Award one mark for each of two valid ways. 
   [2 marks] AO1 
   
 (b) ‘All Jews have a duty to take part in a protest against injustice.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether all Jews have a duty to take part in a protest against 

injustice 
   
Levels Criteria Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 

slight development of one. 
3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Jews have a responsibility to act in a righteous manner (tzedek, tzedek, tirdof) / this 
requires Jews to act against injustice in the world / Jews are expected to set an example 
to other nations / peaceful protest is a morally correct manner of response to injustice / in 
Jewish history there are examples of protest / Jews see remaining silent when protest is 
possible as a sin / all Jews have a responsibility for each other etc. 
 
The definition of what is considered an ‘injustice’ varies / what is an injustice to one 
person is a righteous action to another / many people feel that protest rarely changes the 
world / Jews are commanded to follow the law of the land (dina d’malchuta dina) that they 
live in / sometimes direct action is preferable to protest, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO2 
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 (c) Explain briefly why most Jews disagree with terrorism. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why most Jews disagree with terrorism 
   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
The teachings of Judaism are clear that the wanton destruction of human life is wrong / 
Jews are commanded not to destroy (Bal Taschit) / the Torah commands Jews not to 
murder / human life has sanctity / terrorism breeds fear in innocent people / terrorists 
attack the innocent / Jews have a responsibility to fight against injustice / Jews have a 
responsibility to stand up to terrorism / Israel has faced many acts of terrorism and 
injustice / peace is an important principle in Judaism / terrorism violates human rights, 
etc. 

   
  1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 

2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 
   [2 marks] AO1 
   
 (d) ‘For Jews, war is sometimes the only option.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether for Jews, the use of war is sometimes the only 

option 
   
Levels Criteria Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 

slight development of one. 
3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Judaism does teach that sometimes war is the only option / this is why there are clear 
teachings about milchemet mitzvah (obligatory war) and milchemet reshut (optional war) / 
God has commanded the Jews to fight against oppression and injustice in Jewish history 
/ for instance Joshua defending the land of Israel / Jews have a religious obligation to 
defend their own lives and those of their family / most people would accept war if their 
lives were at risk / sometimes the only thing that will resolve a conflict is war / Jews are 
commanded to fight in self-defence / if they had not done so in the past, Israel would not 
belong to the Jewish nation / Jews are also commanded to fight to protect allies that are 
under attack, etc. 
 
Violence begets violence, so is not a proper solution to a dispute / the use of violence 
degrades a person / the use of violence suggests a loss of control / Judaism also teaches 
that peace is an important concept / according to the Ethics of the Fathers the world 
stands on justice, truth and peace / in the Messianic Age it is believed that all nations will 
live in peace / there have been examples of pacifism in Jewish history / Judaism stresses 
the importance of peace talks and negotiation before war / compromise should be 
sought, and war should be a last resort, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO2 
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 (e) Explain briefly why it is important for Jews to have reconciliation after conflict. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the importance for Jews of reconciliation 

after conflict  
   
  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Jews are taught to show forgiveness to one another during Yom Kippur / Jews are 

commanded to ask for forgiveness 3 times / Jews are taught to forgive each other and 
this is a part of reconciliation / if there is no reconciliation there is fear of each other and 
this is an unhealthy and unhappy way to live / Jews are also taught to be reconciled with 
God through atoning for their sins / they should work to achieve the same kind of 
relationship with other people / as peace is an important concept in Judaism, so are the 
ideas of forgiveness towards each other in order to pave the way for reconciliation / 
reconciliation is important for a nation as well as for individuals / Israel has made peace 
treaties with other nations throughout history, etc. 
 
1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 
2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 

   [2 marks] AO1 
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A2 Crime and Punishment 
   
 (a) Explain briefly why some Jews agree with the use of imprisonment as a 

punishment for offenders. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of why some agree with the use of 

imprisonment as a punishment for offenders 
   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Jews must obey the law of the land that they reside in / some prisoners are so dangerous 
they need to be imprisoned for the safety of the public / prison can offer offenders an 
opportunity to reform and rehabilitate away from bad influences / there are halakhot 
referring to the treatment of prisoners so imprisonment is a valid form of punishment in 
Judaism / prison offers a more humane alternative to the death penalty (capital 
punishment) / it is important in Judaism for justice to be seen to be done, imprisonment 
demonstrates this principle in action / prison can also serve as a deterrent to other people 
not to commit the crime, etc. 
 
1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 
2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 

   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain what Judaism teaches about the punishment of criminals. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of Judaism’s teachings about the 

punishment of criminals 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
In the Torah there are references to punishment for breaking commandments / the Torah 
says ‘an eye for an eye’ / this means proportionality of punishment / the punishment must 
fit the crime and not be excessive or too lenient / the Torah is clear that Jews should 
appoint judges and officers to try offenders, settle disputes and issue rulings on religious 
matters / The Torah says ‘You shall appoint judges and officers in all your towns…and 
they shall judge people righteously’ / the Bet Din is made up of learned Jews to make 
equitable judgements on people accused of crime / it is important that if people are 
punished, they are allowed a fresh start after serving their punishment / in Judaism 
punishment is meant to bring atonement, rehabilitation and a clean slate / punishments 
should be given to offenders to ensure that there is justice in society / the acceptance of 
punishment is an important part of atonement and rehabilitation in Judaism / the death 
penalty exists in the Torah for 36 crimes / however in modern Judaism the death penalty 
is virtually impossible to use as there are so many conditions to fulfil, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘The death penalty (capital punishment) is the best way to protect society from 
violent criminals.’ 

   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether the death penalty is the best way to protect society 

from violent criminals 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 
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Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

The protection of society is an important aim of punishment / the only way to truly protect 
the innocent from violent criminals is to remove them altogether from society / the safety 
of the general public is important / there may be psychological factors in a criminal’s 
make up that cannot be changed / therefore the person will always present a danger to 
others / many criminals go on to re-offend after imprisonment and other forms of 
punishment / ending their life is the only way to be sure that society is safe / there are 36 
crimes punishable by death in the Torah, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Sending a person to prison for life is a harsher punishment than death / being judged by 
God is far more severe than being sentenced to death / imprisonment still protects 
society, as the criminal cannot offend / people still offend in countries which have the 
death penalty, so society is still not safe / for everyone killed by the death penalty, many 
others are there to commit crimes instead / the death penalty protects society only from 
that person / the use of the death penalty takes from society in other ways – financially, 
morally, so does it really protect? / Israel rarely uses the death penalty / the Jewish courts 
imposed so many conditions on the use of the death penalty that it is nearly impossible to 
use / there is no chance of redemption if a person’s life is taken from them / human 
judgement is not perfect so there is the chance that an innocent person might be 
sentenced to death / statistics prove that the death penalty is not an effective deterrent / 
Talmudic rabbis try to weaken death penalty legislation / vengeance is mine says God, 
etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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A3 Wealth and Poverty 
   
 (a) Describe what one Jewish organisation does to help relieve world poverty. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge of the ways in which one Jewish organisation works to help 

relieve world poverty 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Jewish organisations collect and distribute aid to those affected by poverty / this can be in 
the form of acute emergency aid / giving medical assistance / food and water / shelter / 
clothing / sending search teams to locate survivors / transport / they also provide long 
term aid to help rebuild the infrastructure of the country affected / by rebuilding damaged 
homes and towns / by providing building materials / training for survivors / education / 
seeds to grow food / water pumps / such organisations help by raising awareness in the 
general public / through media campaigns, etc. 
 
NB: Allow only one Jewish organisation. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain why Jews give money to World Jewish Relief. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the reasons why Jews give money to 

World Jewish Relief 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Jews give money to World Jewish relief to fulfil the command to give tzedaka / Jews 
believe that they should love their neighbour / Jews believe that wealthy people should 
use their wealth responsibly / the Talmud urges Jews to visit the sick, feed the hungry 
and clothe the naked / those in need should be treated like members of the family / Jews 
are commanded to leave the very edges of their fields for the poor / according to Jewish 
teachings all people are made in God’s image / giving to others demonstrates mercy and 
righteousness in action / some give to World Jewish Relief to benefit the wider Jewish 
community / Jews must help others Jews as well as non-Jews, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
   
  



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405011 – JUNE 2015 

 

 15 of 34  

 

 (c) ‘Trying to end world poverty is pointless.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether trying to end world poverty is pointless 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

The sheer amount of people who are facing extreme poverty makes the task difficult to 
achieve / the rules that govern world trade are biased towards developed countries and 
this situation is unlikely to change / many developing countries are overpopulated, which 
increases the difficulty of the task / when people give to help world poverty, the money 
only addresses the symptoms of world poverty, and not its causes / there is often a need 
for political, cultural and social change in the countries receiving the funds, and this will 
take a great deal of time or may not even be possible / governments in receiving 
countries need to focus on change rather than the logistics of distributing aid / donors 
cannot be certain that all of their donations go to the people suffering from the greatest 
need / sometimes money gets siphoned off to provide weapons, or taken by corrupt 
officials / some people would say poverty is God’s will, etc. 

   
  Other views 

If everyone took the attitude that trying to help others was impossible, there would be 
more suffering in the world / while it may not be possible to help all people suffering in 
poverty, many people can be helped / Jews are required to help others / if Jews were in 
the same position they would want people to help / Jews are commanded to love their 
neighbour as they love themselves / there is the responsibility of tzedaka for all Jews / 
this is a duty and not optional / tzedaka shows righteousness in action / saving one life is 
equal to saving the world (Pikuach Nefesh), etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
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A4 Relationships and Lifestyle 
   
 (a) Explain why many Jews disagree with the use of illegal drugs. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the reasons why many Jews disagree 

with the use of illegal drugs 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Many Jews disagree with the use of illegal drugs because of the damage that they can do 
to the human body / the body and life are a gift from God and have sanctity / Genesis 
1:27 states that God made mankind in his own image / the deliberate harming of oneself 
goes against Jewish teachings / Jews are commanded to preserve life, not shorten it / the 
use of illegal drugs can interfere with religious duties / the use of illegal drugs can also 
affect the person’s wider family / addiction can cause misery to users and those who love 
them / inflicting such suffering on one’s own family is selfish / Jews are commanded to 
follow the law of the land that they live in / in many countries drugs use is illegal and 
therefore a Jew is not permitted to use them, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (b) Explain the responsibilities of Jewish parents in guiding their children. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the responsibilities of Jewish parents in 

guiding their children 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Jewish parents are expected to provide moral guidance to their children / the Shema 
commands parents to teach their children, they are expected to set a good example / 
Jewish parents have a responsibility to discipline their children if necessary / parents are 
also expected to teach their children their faith through observance in the home and at 
the synagogue / parents are responsible for their religious education until the child 
becomes an adult through their Bar or Bat Mitzvah / Jewish fathers are expected to teach 
their children the Torah a trade and to swim / Jewish mothers are responsible for the 
emotional, spiritual and physical development of their children, etc. 

   
   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘Children do not need to go to religious schools.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether children need to go to religious schools 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

Children can get a good education at non-religious schools / some people feel that 
religious belief and identity can be taught at home / many important aspects of Jewish life 
are taught in the family home and synagogue and not during the school day / in separate 
religious schools the curriculum may only cover the faith of the school and not others / 
this can mean that children may not be educated about the religions and beliefs of others 
/ this can disadvantage individuals when they go on to live and work in a multi-cultural 
society / children may not want to follow the religion of their parents / if the religious 
school is not their own religion, then there is no point in going / secular Jewish parents 
may not want their children to go to religious schools / Jewish children may not meet, 
appreciate or become friends with others outside the faith / the Torah encourages respect 
for ‘the stranger within our gate’, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Religious schools help to preserve the religious identity of the community / reinforcing the 
Jewish culture and way of life in school adds a different and rich element to the education 
a child receives at home and in the family / in Jewish schools Jewish children will mix 
with children of their own faith / the ethos of the school will be uniquely Jewish / kosher 
rules can be observed in a Jewish school / all of these aspects unite the Jewish 
community / this is especially important after the Diaspora / other faith schools offer a 
moral ethos that parents from different faiths will value / it encourages marriage within 
Judaism, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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Part B 
 
B5 Life and Death 
   
 (a) Explain Jewish attitudes to abortion. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of Jewish attitudes to abortion 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Many Orthodox Jews have absolutist views on abortion / God decides when life should 
begin / according to Judaism life is God-given (Gen 2:7) / humans were made in God’s 
image (Gen 1:27) / all life has sanctity, including the life of the foetus / the Mishnah states 
that one who destroys a human life is as if he has destroyed the whole world (Mishnah – 
Sanhedrin 4:5) / human beings do not have the right to end human life, only God does / 
the Torah teaches not to kill (Ex 20:13) / there are warnings against the killing of children 
in the Torah (Ex 1:16-17) / since the Holocaust, many Jews feel it is their responsibility to 
ensure that they contribute towards the survival of the Jews / however, the life of the 
mother also has sanctity / many Jews would argue that in certain circumstances the 
rights of the mother take precedence over the rights of the foetus / many Jews accept 
abortion if the life of the woman is endangered / Maimonides made this important 
distinction / many Jews accept abortion if the mother is likely to be mentally traumatised 
by continuing the pregnancy / some Reform Jews consider poverty as a reason for 
abortion / Judaism classes the foetus as mere fluid until the 40th day after conception / 
human life does not begin until the child’s head has emerged from the birth canal, etc. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘If a person is suffering, euthanasia is the most compassionate thing to do.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether if a person is suffering, euthanasia is the most 

compassionate thing to do 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

Some Jews would agree with hastening death in circumstances when a person is 
suffering / it is not fair for a family to watch their loved one suffer / euthanasia is a mercy 
killing because its aim is to alleviate suffering / euthanasia means a good death / it is not 
fair to unnecessarily prolong life if a person has a poor quality of life / if a person has 
voluntarily requested euthanasia his / her wishes should be respected / withdrawing life-
sustaining treatment is striving not to keep alive, rather than actively aiding death / it is 
acceptable within Jewish law to withdraw food and medication / better to die than lead a 
wretched life, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Jewish teachings are clear that a person who is dying is still a living person in all respects 
/ how can killing someone be considered merciful? / ending a person’s life is considered 
to be murder by most Orthodox Jews / Jewish teachings suggest that suffering has a 
purpose / sometimes suffering is a test of faith from God / only God gives and takes life / 
human beings do not have this authority / all life has sanctity / Pikuach Nefesh applies / 
Jews are commanded that the protection of human life overrides all other 
commandments / a person might be suffering with depression yet it doesn’t mean it is 
right to take his / her life / helping a person to die is a crime in the U.K. / Jews are 
commanded to respect the law of the land, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c)(i) Explain why some Jews agree with artificial insemination by husband (AIH). 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the reasons why some Jews agree with 

artificial insemination by husband (AIH) 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
AIH is where the sperm is taken from the husband of the woman wanting to become 
pregnant and introduced to his wife in order to create a baby / many Jews agree that this 
is preferable to artificial insemination by donor (AID) as the genetic origins of the child are 
clear / Orthodox Jews would say that the child produced would be considered Jewish as 
the parentage is clear / they would also say that there is no violation of the purity or 
holiness of Jewish family life through AIH / Orthodox Jews would also say that AIH allows 
the Jewish laws of inheritance to be maintained / Jews are commanded to be fruitful and 
multiply and for this reason couples should be helped to reproduce / AIH allows some 
people to fulfil the duty to reproduce who otherwise couldn’t / responsible use of God – 
given skills etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c)(ii) Explain why some Jews might disagree with in vitro fertilisation (IVF). 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the reasons why some Jews might 

disagree with the use of in vitro fertilisation (IVF) 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
IVF involves ‘wasting seed’ which is prohibited in Judaism (Story of Onan) / during IVF 
healthy fertilised eggs may be discarded / this is wasting life / there are examples in 
Jewish teachings of women unable to have children so this must be God’s will for some 
people / God may have decided that the couple should remain childless for reasons that 
only he understands / using fertility treatments to become pregnant could be seen as 
‘playing God’ / having children is not a right, but a gift from God / there are alternatives 
such as fostering or adoption, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘Surrogacy is never acceptable.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether surrogacy is ever acceptable 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

A surrogate mother has a child and then passes the child to the parents to raise it as their 
own / many Jews would disagree with this method as the parentage of the child is 
unclear / this is particularly important in Orthodox Judaism, as for a child to be considered 
Jewish, the child needs to be born from a Jewish mother / there are also concerns about 
adultery especially if the surrogate mother is the genetic parent / incest is also a concern 
to the child born in this way as (s)he may meet and marry another child / may show a 
lack of faith in God’s plan, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Having children is a mitzvah in Judaism / Jews are told to be fruitful and multiply / 
surrogacy should be used to fulfil this important responsibility / surrogacy is the ultimate 
gift one woman can give to another / Jewish couples without children may feel isolated in 
the Jewish community / in Jewish teachings a man is allowed to divorce a woman if she 
has not been able to start a family after 10 years / a couple may suffer if they are unable 
to reproduce naturally, so every help should be made available to them/ it could be seen 
as an extension of God’s will, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
   
B5 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   
Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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B6 The Environment 
   
 (a) Explain Jewish attitudes to the created world. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of Jewish attitudes to the created world 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
According to Judaism the created world is precious as it was made by God / God owns 
the created world (Gen 1:2) / the world is a gift to humanity to be treated with respect / 
Jews are expected to act in partnership with God to preserve the resources of the earth / 
this is important for future generations as well as those who live now / Jews have 
stewardship over the earth / this means that it should be cared for and respected / 
humans have dominion over the other species on the planet / this means that they can be 
used but not exploited / everything on the planet has purpose because God created all 
creatures / Judaism teaches that the land should be left fallow on a regular basis / Jews 
are commanded not to destroy the earth (Bal Taschit) / Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) 
is interpreted as tackling environmental issues / tzedek (justice) means justice for all 
animals and the world itself, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘Having a good lifestyle is more important than worrying about pollution.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether it is more important to have a good lifestyle than to 

worry about pollution 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

We only get one life and so it is important to live it well / God created the world for us to 
enjoy / Jews believe that mankind was given dominion of the planet and we should use 
the resources as we wish / people should come first and we can live as we want / people 
should have a good standard of living / Jews believe that people shouldn’t live in poverty 
and endure unnecessary suffering / a good lifestyle may entail causing pollution / an 
individual’s lifestyle has very little effect on pollution / living in a good way might mean 
prioritising helping others / doing charity work / being of service to others, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Pollution destroys human and animal habitats / if pollution destroys the planet then there 
will be nothing left to give humans a good lifestyle / if we carry on polluting we will affect 
future generations / this is not good stewardship / pollution is linked to human loss of life 
through respiratory disease, heart disease and cancer / water pollution kills thousands of 
people every year / pollution destroys biodiversity / pollution may destroy animals or 
plants which might offer a cure to serious illness and disease / pollution is linked to a 
change in weather patterns and climate change / this is being seen around the world in 
increased flooding and drought conditions / all of these concerns threaten and endanger 
human life / therefore pollution should be a priority for humanity/ selfishness at the 
expense of the environment is not righteous / Jews have a responsibility to leave the 
world as God made it for future generations etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c)(i) Explain why animals are important in Judaism. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the reasons why animals are important 

in Judaism 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Animals are a resource given to Jews as part of the creation / this means they can be 
used by humans / therefore Jews are allowed to eat meat / and also make use of leather 
/ however, animals are an important part of God’s creation and should therefore be 
treated with respect / there are many Jewish teachings about the mistreatment of animals 
/ for instance do not yoke a donkey and ox together / rest your animals on Shabbat / after 
working in the fields a man must feed his animals before himself / Jews are taught to 
show compassion for animals / Jews are taught Tza’ar Ba’alei Chayim which means that 
suffering cannot be caused to animals / exploitation of animals is clearly against Jewish 
teachings / do not muzzle an ox when it is threshing the corn, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c)(ii) Explain why many Jews believe that human life is more important than animal life. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the reasons why many Jews believe that 

human life is more valuable than animal life  
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Human life has more importance than animal life in Judaism / God created all human life 
and it has sanctity / humans are made in God’s image according to Judaism / although 
animals are thought to have a nefesh, an animal soul, humans also have a neshama, a 
spiritual soul / humans have been given dominion over animal life according to Judaism / 
this means that humans are the superior species / Jews are allowed to use animals to 
meet their needs / so there are Kashrut laws to govern the slaughter of animals for meat / 
animals are used to help cultivate the earth / humans were created last as God’s highest 
work, etc. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘An individual can make a great difference to conserving the environment.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Judaism in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether an individual can make a great difference to 

conserving the environment 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

Jews believe that stewardship is one of the most important duties that can be performed / 
every small action counts towards the bigger picture / if everyone adopted the attitude 
that no change could be made through the actions of an individual, there would be no 
change / Jews have a responsibility to conserve the planet for future generations / Jews 
must work in partnership with God to look after the planet / if individuals work together 
considerable change can be made at a global level / people should be encouraged to 
think globally, but act locally / making a difference is a relative concept, so might only 
require a person to believe what they are doing does make a difference, etc. 

   
  Other views 

The actions of one person are unlikely to make a difference to what is a global problem / 
why should an individual try to conserve the planet if others are not making a 
contribution? / sometimes people recycle but the goods are sent to landfill anyway / in the 
current economic climate it is important to look after those closest to you / conservation 
projects often destroy the natural way of life for some people / conservation efforts need 
to be made on a global level / if ‘by making a difference’ it is meant that substantial 
change is caused, then few individuals can do this / God has not chosen an individual to 
save the world until the Messiah comes, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
   
B6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   
Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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