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correct way.  As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ 
scripts.  Alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated 
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examination paper. 
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Methods of Marking 
 
It is essential that, in fairness to students, all examiners use the same methods of marking.  The 
advice given here may seem very obvious, but it is important that all examiners follow it as exactly as 
possible. 

1. If you have any doubts about the mark to award, consult your Team Leader. 

2. Refer constantly to the mark scheme throughout marking.  It is extremely important that it is 
strictly adhered to. 

3. Remember, you must always credit accurate, relevant and appropriate answers which are 
not given in the mark scheme. 

4. Do not credit material that is irrelevant to the question or to the stated target, however 
impressive that material might be. 

5. If a one-word answer is required and a list is given, take the first answer (unless this has been 
crossed out).   

6. If you are wavering as to whether or not to award a mark, the criterion should be, ‘Is the 
student nearer those who have given a correct answer or those who have little idea?’ 

7. Read the information on the following page about using Levels of Response mark schemes. 

8. Be prepared to award the full range of marks.  Do not hesitate to give full marks when the 
answer merits full marks or to give no marks where there is nothing creditable in an answer. 

9. No half marks or bonus marks are to be used under any circumstances. 

10. Remember, the key to good and fair marking is consistency.  Do not change the standard of 
your marking once you have started. 

Marking using CMI+ 
All new GCSE Religious Studies papers will be marked electronically using a software application 
called CMI+ (Computer Marking from Image).  Instead of paper scripts being sent to examiners, 
students’ responses are scanned and sent electronically to examiners.  The software is easy to use, 
but it demands a different approach from examiners than traditional paper marking. 

1. Instead of marking script-by-script you will mark item-by-item.  An item is a part-question.  
Each time you log on to mark you will need to choose an item to mark.   

2. Before you start marking your own allocation you will need to mark some pre-marked items 
known as seeds.  These items are not intended to trick you; their function to ensure that you 
are still applying the standard set at the standardising meeting.  If you have drifted away from 
the standard you will need to speak to your Team Leader before you can continue marking.   

3. It is possible to annotate the scripts in various ways: underlining, highlighting and adding icons 
from a drop-down menu.  Your Team Leader will instruct you on which types of annotation to 
use.  Examiners must not add extra annotation as this can be confusing for teachers and 
students if they request Access to Scripts. 

4. As you mark each response, enter the numerical mark you are going to award for in the box at 
the bottom of the screen.  If you realise you have made a mistake you will be able to go back 
one script to change the mark you have entered. 
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5. In Part B, responses to all parts of B5 or B6 will appear as one item.  Thumbnails to the right of 
the screen will allow you to scroll through the response quickly.  Read the whole response, 
then use the comments tool to indicate a level and a mark for each part, and enter the total 
mark out of 24 in the box at the bottom of the screen. 

6. Your marking will be monitored throughout the marking period.  This is to ensure that you 
continue to mark to the same standard regardless of factors such as how many clips you have 
marked and what time of day you are marking at.  Rather than sampling your marking once 
and adjusting your marks after the marking period, this approach allows senior examiners to 
ensure that your marking remains at the right standard throughout.  This means that your 
Team Leader can bring you back to the right standard should you start to drift away slightly. 

7. If your marking of a particular question is found to be out of line you will be temporarily 
stopped from marking that question.  Almost all examiners, including Team Leaders, are 
stopped at some point during the marking period.  If it happens to you, contact your Team 
Leader as soon as possible to discuss why you have been stopped.   

 
Levels of Response Marking 
 
In GCSE Religious Studies, differentiation is largely achieved by outcome on the basis of students’ 
responses.  To facilitate this, levels of response marking has been devised for many questions. 
 
Levels of response marking requires a quite different approach from the examiner than the traditional 
‘point for point’ marking.  It is essential that the whole response is read and then allocated to the 
level it best fits.   
 
If a student demonstrates knowledge, understanding and / or evaluation at a certain level, he / she 
must be credited at that level.  Length of response or literary ability should not be confused with 
genuine religious studies skills.  For example, a short answer which shows a high level of 
conceptual ability must be credited at that level.  (If there is a band of marks allocated to a level, 
discrimination should be made with reference to the development of the answer.) 
 
Levels are tied to specific skills.  Examiners should refer to the stated assessment target objective 
of a question (see mark scheme) when there is any doubt as to the relevance of a student’s response. 
 
Levels of response mark schemes include either examples of possible students’ responses or 
material which they might use.  These are intended as a guide only.  It is anticipated that students 
will produce a wide range of responses to each question. 
 
It is a feature of levels of response mark schemes that examiners are prepared to reward fully, 
responses which are obviously valid and of high ability but do not conform exactly to the requirements 
of a particular level.  This should only be necessary occasionally and where this occurs examiners 
must indicate, by a brief written explanation, why their assessment does not conform to the levels of 
response laid down in the mark scheme.  Such scripts should be referred to the Principal Examiner. 
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Assessment of Quality of Written Communication 
 
Quality of written communication will be assessed in all components and in relation to all assessment 
objectives.  Where students are required to produce extended written material in English, they will be 
assessed on the quality of written communication.  The quality of written communication skills of the 
student will be one of the factors influencing the actual mark awarded within the level of response.  In 
reading an extended response, the examiner will therefore consider if it is cogently and coherently 
written, i.e. decide whether the answer: 
 
• presents relevant information in a form that suits its purposes; 
• is legible and that spelling, punctuation and grammar are accurate, so that meaning is clear; 
• is suitably structured and that the style of writing is appropriate. 
 
The assessment of the Quality of Written Communication (QWC) will continue to be included within 
the judgement of Levels of Response in the 6 mark evaluation questions.  In line with past practice, 
responses will be assessed chiefly on the evaluation criteria relating to content, using the guidance 
comments to assist the application of those criteria.  (These have now been inserted into the mark 
schemes for the convenience of examiners.)  However the specific QWC criteria may be used in 
borderline cases e.g. between Levels 1 and 2, 3 and 4, or 5 and 6.  So for example coherence may 
well be a deciding factor in a borderline Level 5/6 response. 
 
Assessment of Spelling Punctuation and Grammar 
 
Examiners need to award up to an additional 4 marks for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (SPaG), 
based on the performance criteria set out below.  This assessment will be made from work presented 
in answer to the whole of Question B5 or B6 only.  Examiners should make a judgment based on the 
overall standard of this question, bearing in mind that the last part of this question may contain more 
errors as students rush to finish the paper.  If the rest of the question is of a high standard, they 
should not be penalised.  However, answers that contain only a few lines on each part or use bullet 
points or notes throughout may not meet the threshold level. 
 
Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be assessed in Questions B5 and B6.  4 marks will be 
allocated for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar in each of these questions. The performance 
descriptions are provided below. 
 
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context 
of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use a wide 
range of specialist terms adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
considerable accuracy and general control of meaning in the 
context of the demands of the question.  Where required, they use 
a good range of specialist terms with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with 
reasonable accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  
Any errors do not hinder meaning in the response.  Where 
required, they use a limited range of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, 
errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 
meaning or nothing is written. [0 marks] 
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Students will be given credit for reference to diversity in belief and practice within 
Christianity. 
 
Part A 
  
A1  Sacraments of Initiation  
   
 (a) Explain briefly what is meant by a rite of passage. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of the term rite of passage 
   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Each milestone (stage) in life is marked by celebrating a rite of passage / it is a ceremony 
to mark a person moving onto the next stage of life (moving forward) / it shows God’s 
presence at the important stages of life / it is an occasion of great grace and support / 
there are four major rites of passage for Roman Catholics / birth-baptism; maturity-
confirmation; marriage; death / (with the exception of the death rites) the rites of passage 
are also sacraments / outward and visible sign of an invisible and inward grace etc. 
 
NB: maximum 1 mark for use of examples (eg baptism). 
 
1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 
2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 

   [2 marks] AO1 
   
 (b) Describe briefly the role of a godparent in the Roman Catholic ceremony of infant 

baptism.  
   
  Target:  Knowledge of the role of a godparent in the Roman Catholic ceremony of 

infant baptism 
   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Witness / meets the priest at the door with the parents and the child / makes the sign of 
the cross on the child’s forehead at the entrance of the church / makes promises on 
behalf of the child / holds the baptismal candle/ declares his or  her faith / promises to 
teach the child the faith by word and by example / to be a good role model, etc. 
 
Allow general comments about the role of godparents eg to represent the support of the 
community / to support the parents in the task of rearing the child. 
 
1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 
2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 

   [2 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘For Roman Catholics, the purpose of infant baptism is to get rid of sin.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of the purpose of infant baptism for Roman Catholics 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

The actual moment of the sacrament is the pouring of water over the child’s head and the 
word spoken by the priest ‘I baptise……’ – water is a sign of cleansing / death to sin / 
gets rid of original sin / parents want their child to be free from sin at an early age / belief 
of some is that the removal of sin is needed so that if the baby dies it will go to heaven / 
parents and godparents make a commitment to help the child to develop spiritually by 
rejecting Satan and the power of sin and professing their faith in God the Father, the Son, 
the Holy Spirit and the Catholic Church / the priest exorcises and anoints the child with 
the oil of catechumens as a sign of strength so that in the future the child will be able to 
reject evil / the child receives the white garment as a sign of the pure life that has started, 
etc. 

   
  Other views 

Getting rid of original sin is not the only reason Roman Catholics baptise infants / water is 
a sign of cleansing from sin but water alone does not make you a Christian / or keep sin 
away permanently / the child is anointed with the oil of chrism as a sign of being set aside 
for a special task in life as a member of the Body of Christ, the Church / the priest lights a 
candle from the Paschal candle which is given to the parents on behalf of the child as a 
sign that Christ will now guide the child to lead a Christian life and to be a light to the 
world / the priest also says a prayer over the ears and mouth so that the child may hear 
God’s word and praise God / baptism also makes the child a member of God’s family / it 
allows the child to be brought into the Christian family, local and global / it is following 
tradition / it is a public sign that the child will be brought up in the Christian environment / 
it allows the child to receive other sacraments / the child is now open to the Spirit’s 
influence / parents want the same values for their children that they were given by their 
parents / they want their child to begin the process of becoming a complete member of 
the Church and to feel the protection of God from an early age, etc. 
 
Students may choose to differentiate between sin and original sin. 

   
   [6 marks] AO2 
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A2  Festivals 
   
 (a) Explain briefly why Epiphany is important to some Christians.  
   
  Target:  Knowledge and Understanding of the importance of Epiphany for 

Christians 
   
  Students may include some of the following: 

Epiphany completes the twelve days of Christmas / marks the visit of the Magi to Jesus in 
Bethlehem / Epiphany means ‘revelation’ or ‘showing’ / to the Gentiles (non-Jews)  / 
Jesus as Messiah (King, Son of God, Saviour of many) / the revelation of Jesus to the 
world / glorifies the infant Jesus / reflects God’s love for all men – a love that should be 
shared between people / baptism of Jesus etc. 
 
NB: the answer should refer specifically to Epiphany. 

   
  1 mark for a superficial comment or a single point. 

2 marks for a developed answer or more than one point. 
   [2 marks] AO1 
   
 (b) Outline what a Roman Catholic priest says and does when he uses the ashes 

during an Ash Wednesday service. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge of what a Roman Catholic priest says and does when he uses 

the ashes during an Ash Wednesday service 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Actions: 
Rubs thumb in ashes / marks each person’s forehead / with the sign of the cross  
 
Words spoken by priest or general implication/ paraphrase of what is said: 
‘Remember man that thou art dust / ‘and unto dust thou shalt return’ / ‘repent’ (idea of 
turning away from sin or sinfulness) / ‘believe the gospel’ / shortness of life / death / 
judgement etc. 
 
Cap at Level 2 if comment not made on both parts of MS content. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (c) Explain how some Christians observe Lent. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how some Christians observe Lent 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
To remind themselves that after his baptism Jesus spent 40 days fasting and praying in 
the desert Christians fast / practise self-denial / and abstinence / give up a particular 
luxury eg sweets / Christians are reminded that Jesus rejected each of these temptations 
by quoting the Jewish Scriptures to the Devil (Satan); therefore Christians try very hard to 
avoid temptations that might lead to them breaking their Lenten promises / Christians 
also prepare themselves for the task of sharing the Christian Gospel with others / and 
spiritually prepare themselves for the events of Holy Week / eg they take on something 
during Lent as a discipline, eg attend Lent courses / pray eg Stations of the Cross / go to 
Mass more often / join prayer groups / participate in private prayer – meditation / 
Christians practise penance and repentance during Lent to prepare the soul for the 
despair and joy of Easter / Christians also remember the poor, the homeless and other 
needy people through doing works of mercy / eg supporting Cafod or Trocaire / helping 
charities, etc. 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘For Roman Catholics, worship on Good Friday should be joyful.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether Roman Catholic worship on Good Friday should be 

joyful 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

Although Good Friday remembers the death of Jesus, worship should reflect the joy and 
thanks that by his death Jesus saved humans from sin / the event of the crucifixion of 
Jesus means that human sin is forgiven and this should be remembered with joy / 
Christians are looking forward to the resurrection of Jesus so the day is ‘good’ because it 
remembers that by his death Jesus opened the way to heaven for everyone / Christians 
should rejoice that death is not the end and that they will see their loved ones again / it is 
a celebration of Jesus’ resolve to stand firm to the end, true to his beliefs / Christians 
believe it shows the love of God and this should be remembered in worship with joy and 
thanksgiving, etc. 

   
  Other views  

On Good Friday Christians remember Jesus’ death, so worship should reflect and 
remember this / death is a sad time and not a time to be joyful and as Christians are 
remembering the death of Christ their worship should reflect this / Good Friday is a day 
when Christians remember that Jesus was alone on the cross and in pain / solemn 
worship can help Christians to identify with Jesus’ suffering / joyful worship would be 
seen as disrespectful and show lack of understanding of the torment Jesus went through 
at his crucifixion, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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A3  Worship 
   
 (a) ‘Statues of saints do not help Roman Catholics to worship.’  
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether statues of saints help Roman Catholics to worship  
   
Levels Criteria Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 

slight development of one. 
3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
The worshipper can become totally focussed on the statues / may lose concentration / be 
distracted from worship / items like statues could turn to idolatry / idolatry is against the 
Commandments / statues can interfere with the mind reaching out to God / some statues 
are very expensive and ornate and the ornateness can be a distraction / some people 
prefer their place of worship to be plain and simple, etc.  
 
Statues are images of Jesus, Mary or the Saints / they remind worshippers of important 
people or events / the statues are not objects of worship in themselves – worshippers use 
them to focus their prayer on the person that the statue represents / the saint can be 
asked to pray to God for the worshipper / to bring inspiration and help in times of need / 
they help the worshipper to persevere in prayer / they are an aid to prayer, etc.  

   
   [3 marks] AO2 
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 (b) Explain how Roman Catholics might follow the example of Mary in their lives. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how Roman Catholics might follow the 

example of Mary in their lives 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Roman Catholics believe in Mary as Mediatrix – they believe that she prays for the 
human race – they can live lives of prayer / can be part of the praying community / can 
pray to Mary (eg rosary) in the belief that Mary is able to intercede with God on their 
behalf / pray to God through Mary / Mary remained faithful even when she was told by 
Simeon that ‘a sword will pierce your own soul’ – Roman Catholics can be dedicated to 
the service of God / be willing to work with and for other people / put others’ needs before 
their own as Mary did when she visited her cousin Elizabeth / encourage others to listen 
and act on the teachings of Jesus eg at the marriage feast of Cana when Jesus turned 
water into wine, Mary told the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you’ (John 2: 1–11) / be 
open to the workings of the Holy Spirit like Mary was eg the Virgin Birth / support those 
who are grieving or dying like Mary did at the cross when her son was dying / be 
prepared to do what God wants, regardless of their own inclinations / like Mary did when 
she was told that she would be the mother of God’s son - she accepted God’s will without 
hesitation / Roman Catholics can try to lead a life without sin like Mary did / role model, 
etc. 
 
NB: for Level 4, there must be some application to Roman Catholics today. 

   
   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c) Explain the impact of public worship on the lives of Roman Catholics. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the impact of public worship on the lives 

of Roman Catholics 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Christians feel part of a community as they come together to pray to God / feel unity with 
other Christians / know that they are not on their own in their relationship with God / 
shows that Christians need each other / can be a support to others and self / sometimes 
in life it might be difficult to pray so attendance at public worship may make it easier to 
keep going / seeing others praying can be inspiring / encouraged by the efforts made by 
the old and infirm to attend church / features in the church can help to focus the mind / 
opportunities for private prayer during public worship / public worship is traditional / part 
of the faith / anchors them in a timetable of worship / makes them aware of the presence 
of God / brings them closer to God / gives them the peace and atmosphere to reflect / 
gives stability to lifestyle / can receive the Eucharist etc.  
 
Cap at Level 1 for general reasons that relate equally to private prayer. 
 

   [3 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘The Our Father is said so often that it has lost its importance.’ 
   
  What do you think?  Explain your opinion. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of the importance of the Our Father 
   
Levels Criteria Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no relevant evaluation. 0 marks 
Level 1 Opinion supported by simple reason. 1 mark 
Level 2 Opinion supported by one developed reason or two simple reasons. 2 marks 
Level 3 Opinion supported by one well developed reason or several simple reasons with 

slight development of one. 
3 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
Christians know the words too well and do not think deeply about what words they are 
saying / the meaning of the words is lost / familiarity breeds contempt / simply repeated 
parrot – fashion, etc. 
 
It is the one prayer that all Christians say, especially together / it unifies Christians 
throughout the world / it is the perfect prayer so its meaning or importance is never lost, 
even if people do not really concentrate when saying it / the repetition can allow the 
prayer to go beyond the superficial meaning of the prayer into a deeper form of prayer / it 
contains all aspects of prayer / a traditional prayer etc. 

   [3 marks] AO2 
   
A4 The Eucharist 
   
 (a) Give another name for the ‘Eucharist’. 
   
  Target: Knowledge of a different name for the ‘Eucharist’ 
   
  Holy Communion / the Breaking of Bread / Mass / the Lord’s Supper / the Liturgy (Divine) 

/ Blessed Sacrament / Body of Christ etc. 
Credit ‘thanksgiving‘ 
1 mark for a single point. 

   [1 mark] AO1 
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 (b) Outline two differences between the celebration of the Orthodox Eucharist and the 
celebration of the Roman Catholic Eucharist.  

   
  Target:  Knowledge of the differences between the celebration of the Orthodox 

Eucharist and the celebration of the Roman Catholic Eucharist 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
 
Altar 
Orthodox: congregation is separated from the altar 
Roman Catholic: altar is open to the congregation 
 
Bread 
Orthodox: use of real bread / members of congregation offer loaves of home-made bread 
to the priest / one is used for the actual consecration and Communion / the others are 
blessed 
Roman Catholic: use of unleavened bread 
 
Consecration 
Orthodox: the priest consecrates the bread and wine behind the iconostasis 
Roman Catholic: the priest consecrates the bread and wine on the altar, facing the 
congregation 
Orthodox: the consecrated bread and wine are brought through the Royal Doors in the 
middle of the screen to show to the congregation for them to venerate 
Roman Catholic: the priest raises up the consecrated bread and wine and genuflects at 
the altar whilst facing the congregation 
Orthodox: some non-consecrated loaves are shared between the congregation to take 
home to share with others who did not attend the Eucharist / just as blessed bread, not 
as the consecrated bread 
Roman Catholic: consecrated bread is taken to the sick, old or infirm by the priest and 
eucharistic ministers 
 
Receiving the Eucharist 
Orthodox: the priest presents the congregation with the bread which is dipped (mixed 
together) in the wine / on a spoon / some may kiss the chalice 
Roman Catholic: the priest or Eucharistic minister presents the congregation with  the 
consecrated bread and wine separately  / may be by hand 
Orthodox: congregation receives the Eucharist from the moment of baptism 
Roman Catholic: congregation receives after First Communion is made, etc. 
 
Cap at Level 3 if only one difference is outlined. Credit given if both differences come 
from one heading. 

   [4 marks] AO1 
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 (c) ‘You can only be a true Christian if you receive the Eucharist.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  
   
  Target:  Evaluation of the claim that one must receive the Eucharist in order to be a 

true Christian 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

Jesus said ‘do this in memory of me’ – doing as Jesus commanded / it is a sacrament – 
meet Christ in the Sacraments / instituted by Christ himself – this is my body, this is my 
blood / receiving Christ into their lives / central to worship / shared meal – brings 
community together / it makes Christians more aware of the needs of others / gives them 
the strength to ‘go out to love and serve the Lord’ / Jesus becomes the priority in their life 
/ it helps Christians to love God by loving those in need / and by putting others first, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Many people live good Christian lives and do not receive the Eucharist / the Salvation 
Army and the Quakers do not celebrate the Eucharist / they do not have ordained 
ministers nor do they believe in sacraments / the main focus for the Salvation Army is 
working for those in need / when they gather together on a Sunday they share readings, 
prayers and a sermon and then they go out and care for other people, putting their faith 
into immediate action / they do not believe that they should repeat Jesus’ actions, rather 
they follow his example of caring / Quakers assemble on a Sunday and sit quietly, waiting 
for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to prompt any individual to say something or to do a 
reading / all their focus is on the direct, personal revelation from God / they do not have 
any belief in or practice of the Eucharist / receiving the Eucharist does not necessarily 
change people inwardly or alter their behaviour – it only improves people if they want it / 
receiving the Eucharist can become an escape from responsibility, a substitute for action, 
praying instead of doing / many receive the Eucharist but fail to ’go out and serve the 
Lord’ / receiving all the sacraments is important / a true Christian must show love of God 
and neighbour, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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Part B 
 
B5  Places of Worship  
   
 (a) Explain why Christians go on pilgrimage.  You may refer to specific places of 

pilgrimage in your answer. 
   
  Target: Knowledge and understanding of why Christians go on pilgrimage 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following: 

 
They feel the need to journey to a sacred or holy place / the journey is made for religious 
reasons / to take part in prayer and acts of worship / like to visit places linked with their 
beliefs / eg Holy Land (associated with Jesus) or Lourdes (Mary) / to be able to picture 
more clearly the events and people associated with those places / to travel with or meet 
people who share their beliefs / to take a break from the routine of everyday life / take 
time out from their busy, everyday lives to devote special time to God / travelling a 
distance from everything that is familiar can help pilgrims to become more aware of the 
presence of God in their lives / spiritual journey to a holy place / to pray for people / or 
needs which are important to them / to find peace or healing / many go, hoping to be 
cured of an illness / looking for a miracle / to strengthen their faith, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘Pilgrimage does not change a Christian’s life.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Christian argument in your answer. 
   
  Target: Evaluation of whether pilgrimage changes a Christian’s life  
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following:  
   
  Agree 

If a person is ill and not cured, he / she might think nothing has changed / might think it 
has been a waste of time, effort and money / some people go on a pilgrimage and just 
see it as a holiday and feel not change in their lives / many place of pilgrimage are 
commercialised and no longer spiritual, or likely to benefit the pilgrim spiritually / many 
places of pilgrimage are just tourist attractions with multitudes of people milling around, 
few prayers are said or acts of worship carried out, so it is unlikely to change a Christian’s 
life / too many distractions for any real impact on a Christian’s life etc. 

   
  Other views 

The change could be positive / a person could be cured of his / her illness / may 
experience a miracle / even if a person is not cured, he / she might learn to accept his / 
her illness / be able to cope better with illness / realise that there are people worse off 
than themselves / may find a purpose in life / be thankful for the blessings in their own 
lives / could change mentally or spiritually / gain inner peace / faith may be strengthened / 
feel part of something special, having visited such a place / experience of being part of a 
big community / encouraged to become a volunteer helper for the sick in places like 
Lourdes / or to become more involved in own community. 
 
The change could be negative / people might go on pilgrimage hoping for a miracle and 
when nothing happens, they could feel let down / feeling of despair / loss of hope / lose 
heart / experience loss of faith / lose any purpose in life / feeling of hopelessness, seeing 
so many sick people in one place etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c) Explain how the interior features of Roman Catholic churches relate to Roman 
Catholic beliefs. 

   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of how the interior features of Roman 

Catholic Churches relate to Roman Catholic beliefs 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 

   



MARK SCHEME – GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES A – 405003 – JUNE 2015 

 

 25 of 34  

 

  Students may include some of the following: 
 
The Altar is made of stone as in the Old Testament stone altars were where sacrifices 
were made to God / attention to the belief that the Eucharist is a commemoration of 
Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross / it is the place where  the priest re-enacts the Last 
Supper / where the sacrifice that Jesus made for mankind is recalled / it is the focal point 
for worshippers to join in with Christ’s sacrifice on the cross / it is where the bread and 
wine are consecrated / into the Body and Blood of Jesus etc. 
 
The Tabernacle is a special cupboard where the consecrated bread and wine – known 
as the Blessed Sacrament – are kept between services / it can be a focus for private 
worship, as many Roman Catholics like to pray quietly in front of the Blessed Sacrament 
as they believe that Christ is fully present in the consecrated host / when people enter the 
church, they bow or genuflect towards the tabernacle in honour of the presence of Jesus 
in the Sacrament / it is a point of contact with Christ for worshippers / it gives worshippers 
a sense of the presence of God / it makes the church sacred at all times etc. 
 
The Sanctuary Lamp is kept burning to show the consecrated bread and wine is present 
in the tabernacle  
 
The Lectern is a stand (which is fairly central) that holds the sacred text, the Bible / it is 
the place from where sacred scripture – the word of God – is read at Mass / the priest 
stands at the lectern to give a homily to explain the meaning of the sacred reading / this 
focal point helps the congregation to concentrate on what the priest has to say during 
worship etc. 
 
The Font is a bowl on a stand where baptisms take place / can be situated near the altar 
or at the doorway to remind Christians of their baptism and their faith / and that they are 
part of the Christian family. 
 
The Stations of the Cross are fourteen pictures telling the story of Jesus' Passion from 
his being condemned to death by Pilate to his burial / worshippers use them to 
pray/meditate on Jesus' suffering and experience walking with him to his death. 
 
Credit other relevant examples eg confession box / Paschal Candle / organ / stained 
glass windows etc. 
 
Cap at level 4 (4 marks) if only one feature is commented on   
Cap at level 2 (2 marks) if candidate writes about what the feature is rather than how it 
relates to Roman Catholic beliefs. 

   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘Special buildings are needed for Christian worship.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Christian arguments in your answer. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of whether special buildings are needed for Christian worship 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following:  
   
  Agree 

It is important to have a special house for God / it gives the church status and sets the 
church building apart / it creates a sense of heaven on earth / it shows the value 
Christians place on a special place as God’s house / some feel that God is more present 
in a beautiful buildings / it shows the importance which they place on their faith / 
structure, symbolism and special items of furniture are required for worship by some 
Christian traditions / eg altar, font, baptismal pool / a church building can act as a 
community centre / a meeting place for young and old / congregations are too large now 
for meeting in houses, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Perfectly possible to worship God in any building as the early Church met in houses or 
other buildings before churches were common / special or highly decorated buildings 
may detract from the focus of worship / money spent on ornate buildings or the upkeep of 
church buildings may be better spent on other needs / eg charities / Christians are 
expected to be active in the world / worship comes from hearing and acting on God’s 
words / emphasis and expectation on mission and outreach to others rather than 
worrying about the decoration of buildings or their internal contents / the early Christians 
were active in proclaiming the word of God rather than concerning themselves with 
buildings and Christians today are called to do the same / Jesus said, ‘Go and make 
disciples of all nations’ and this is done through preaching and hearing the word of God, 
not building or maintaining magnificent churches for worship, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
   
B5 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   
Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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B6  Belief and Sources of Authority  
   
 (a) Explain the authority of the Pope and the bishops in the Roman Catholic Church. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of the authority of the Pope and the 

bishops in the Roman Catholic Church 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
 
The Pope and bishops make up the Magisterium / which is the teaching authority of the 
Church / apply the teachings of the Bible to modern concerns / teach Church members 
what they should believe and how they should live their lives / are responsible for looking 
after and safeguarding the Dogmas – the most important beliefs of the Catholic Church / 
the Pope is the head of the Roman Catholic Church / he is the successor to Peter who 
was appointed by Jesus as the first Pope / the authority of the Pope is that of Peter to 
whom Jesus made the promise of the keys of the Kingdom / the Church is the Body of 
Christ and is guided and inspired by the Holy Spirit – the Pope represents the spiritual 
guidance of the whole Church / therefore he cannot go wrong in matters of doctrine or 
morals / when he speaks ex cathedra he is infallible in matters of faith / he is considered 
the first among equals / he regularly issues encyclicals (ie documents dealing with 
important matters of that time) / the law of the Church (called Canon Law) says that the 
Pope has ‘supreme, full, immediate and universal ordinary power in the Church and he 
can freely exercise this authority’ / the Pope appoints bishops to all the dioceses of the 
world to show his role as ‘universal pastor’ / the bishops are the successors to the 
Apostles / they guide the Pope / bishops are responsible for teaching the faith in their 
diocese / they send out pastoral letters to the parishes, giving guidance and information / 
they ordain priests / celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (b) ‘The Bible has no effect on young Christians today.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view. 
   
  Target:  Evaluation of the effect of the Bible upon young Christians today 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following: 
   
  Agree 

It was written over 2,000 years ago so its teachings are not very applicable to today / 
people need individual help rather than the generalised guidance of the Bible / it is hard 
for some people to make sense of the language used in the Bible / it is too difficult to read 
and understand / not attractive reading for young people / young people prefer to read 
glossy magazines / we live in a very different world today with new issues that are not 
covered in the Bible / drugs, environmental issues, technology, space, travel / science 
has taken the place of religion / materialism is more important today than religion / many 
people today do not practise their religion so they never read or hear Bible stories / hard 
to believe that some of the miracles in the Gospels actually happened / a lack of faith 
today so the Bible has little or no relevance, etc. 

   
  Other views 

The Bible was inspired by God / it is God’s word / it has guidance about living life / human 
beings are still the same / they still have the same problems, weaknesses and strengths / 
teachings are still relevant / the Bible tells us about God helping people in their daily lives 
through his son Jesus / it tells us about the importance of helping our neighbour, loving 
God, about seeking forgiveness, about making sacrifices, praying for healing / these 
messages are still relevant and important today – perhaps even more so / teachings on 
wealth are relevant in this modern materialistic society / the world has still got the poor, 
sick and hungry people / there is so much evil in today’s world so the teaching of Jesus is 
very much needed / the true Christian message portrayed in the Bible is perhaps of more 
relevance today because of our changing times and changing world / there are many 
young people doing good works in God’s name today / working in charity shops, doing 
charity work, missionary work, charity collections, etc. / therefore this shows that the 
teachings in the Bible are still relevant and not out of date in our modern world / Bible 
stories are an integral part of Sunday worship which is attended by many young 
Christians, etc. 
 
NB: for Level 6, the answer must include something that relates to young Christians. 
 

   [6 marks] AO2 
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 (c) Explain what Christians believe about judgement and the world to come. 
   
  Target:  Knowledge and understanding of what Christians believe about judgement 

and the world to come 
   
Levels Criteria Comments Marks 
          0 Nothing relevant or worthy of 

credit. 
 0 marks 

Level 1 Something relevant or worthy 
of credit. 

One relevant and accurate point. 1 mark 

Level 2 Elementary knowledge and 
understanding, eg two simple 
points. 

• At least two relevant and accurate points 
• One point with development 

2 marks 

Level 3 Sound knowledge and 
understanding.   

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
one developed 

• One well developed point 

3 marks 

Level 4 A clear knowledge and 
understanding with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or more relevant and accurate points with 
development of at least two 

• A single point that is exceptionally well-developed 
may reach this level 

4 marks 

Level 5 A detailed answer with some 
development and / or 
analysis 

• Two or three relevant and accurate points with 
detailed development of at least two 

5 marks 

Level 6 A full and coherent answer 
showing good development 
and / or analysis. 

The main difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is 
coherence. 
 
Level 6 answers will be well-structured with good 
development. 
 
Quality – v – quantity:  Level 6 responses do not 
have to be very long.  A concise, well-argued 
response could be awarded Level 6. 

6 marks 

   
  Students may include some of the following points: 

 
Christians believe that when each person dies he / she will face judgement based on how 
he / she has lived his / her life on earth / for those who accept God, their reward will be a 
full life in heaven / reference to Matthew 25 – he will separate the sheep and the goats / 
Mark 14 – you will see the Son of Man……coming on the clouds of heaven / Mark 10 - 
first will be last and the last first / Roman Catholic belief in Purgatory – where some will 
wait before going to heaven / Heaven is where God is – Hell is where God isn’t / 
Christians believe that just as God raised Jesus from the dead, so their own bodies will 
be resurrected / their new body will not be the same as their present earthly body just as 
the resurrected body of Jesus was different from his earthly body / the old body is gone 
but the spiritual body will resurrect to live a new life with God / Christians must accept 
that the body is holy and should be respected in this life / they should not fear death but 
see it as a way to eternal life / at the end of this life Christians hope that when the body is 
raised up they will enjoy the happiness of heaven for eternity / Christians believe that 
Jesus will return on the Last Day – at the second coming / Parousia to judge, etc. 

   
   [6 marks] AO1 
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 (d) ‘What Christians do is more important than what they believe.’ 
   
  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your answer, showing that you have thought 

about more than one point of view.  Refer to Christian teaching in your answer.  
   
  Target: Evaluation of the relative importance of beliefs and actions for Christians 
   
Levels Criteria Quality of Written Communication & Guidance Marks 
          0 Unsupported opinion or no 

relevant evaluation. 
The student’s presentation, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar seriously obstruct understanding. 

0 marks 

Level 1 Opinion supported by simple 
reason. 

The student presents some relevant information in a 
simple form.  The text produced is usually legible.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar allow meaning to 
be derived, although errors are sometimes 
obstructive. 

1 mark 

Level 2 Opinion supported by one 
developed reason or two 
simple reasons. 

2 marks 

Level 3 Opinion supported by one 
well developed reason or 
several simple reasons, with 
slight development of one.  
NB Students who make no 
religious comment should 
not achieve more than 
Level 3. 

Levels 3 and 4 QWC 
The student presents relevant information in a way 
which assists with the communication of meaning.  
The text produced is legible.  Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar are sufficiently accurate not to obscure 
meaning. 

3 marks 

Level 4 Opinion supported by two 
developed reasons with 
reference to religion. 

Level 4 Guidance 
A Level 4 response could be one-sided. 
One well-developed reason and one with slight 
development would reach this level. 
There must be reference to religion, but this could be 
brief / general. 
Reference to religion does not necessarily mean a 
response is Level 4. 

4 marks 

Level 5 Evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view, showing 
informed insights and 
knowledge and 
understanding of religion. 

Levels 5 and 6 QWC 
The student presents relevant information coherently, 
employing structure and style to render meaning 
clear.  The text produced is legible.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are sufficiently accurate to 
render meaning clear. 
Level 5 Guidance 
Two different points of view must be considered, but 
the consideration does not need to be balanced, ie 
one view could be much briefer than the other. 
‘Informed insights’ implies that reference to religion 
must be more than a generalised statement.  
However, it does not need to be on both sides of the 
argument. 

5 marks 

Level 6 A well-argued response, with 
evidence of reasoned 
consideration of two different 
points of view showing 
informed insights and ability 
to apply knowledge and 
understanding of religion 
effectively. 

Level 6 Guidance 
The keywords are ‘well-argued’ and 
‘apply…effectively’. 
The difference between Level 5 and Level 6 is the 
quality of the argument and the coherence of the 
response.  There needs to be more than a passing 
reference to religion. 
However, the two points of view may not be 
completely balanced, and a non-religious counter-
argument is still acceptable. 

6 marks 
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  Students may include some of the following:  
   
  Agree 

Belief is meaningless unless it affects a person’s life / peoples’ faith is often measured by 
what it leads them to do / action speaks louder than words / people are judged by their 
actions / practices show religion in action / Jesus sent his disciples out on a mission in 
pairs to preach and cast out demons, etc. / Jesus himself performed miracles, helped the 
sick, fed the hungry, etc. 

   
  Other views 

Belief is the bedrock of Christianity / belief in basic Christian doctrines or authority of the 
Bible is the foundation of faith / belief is what sets Christians apart from others / belief 
gives shape to a person’s life / a relationship with God affects eternal life, not just this life 
/ a belief helps one to relate to other people and to be a ‘member of a church’ / belief 
leads to action / belief governs actions / actions are responses to beliefs / some people 
are unable to follow practices but still have strong beliefs / both are equally important as 
Jesus said that the most important commandments were ‘love God and love your 
neighbour’. 
 
Some might consider that both are equally important, one being the consequence of the 
other, etc. 

   [6 marks] AO2 
   
B6 Spelling, punctuation and grammar 
   
  Award up to 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
   
High 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent 
accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the demands 
of the question.  Where required, they use a wide range of specialist terms 
adeptly and with precision. [4 marks] 

Intermediate 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with considerable 
accuracy and general control of meaning in the context of the demands of 
the question.  Where required, they use a good range of specialist terms 
with facility. [2-3 marks] 

Threshold 
performance 

Students spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with reasonable 
accuracy in the context of the demands of the question.  Any errors do not 
hinder meaning in the response.  Where required, they use a limited range 
of specialist terms appropriately. [1 mark] 

Below 
Threshold 

Response does not meet the threshold performance.  For example, errors 
in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning or nothing 
is written. [0 marks] 
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